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ARTICLE VI. 
Of the Appeal of St. Paut to Cmsar. 


Provocatio Patrona &3 Vindex Libertatis. Cicero de 
Legibus. 


=g4ay-=1S hard to fay, whether the Romans 
‘se, ge) gain’d more Glory by the Conquefts 
| they made, or by the ufeful and excel- 
lent Laws they enacted for the Go- 
vernment of the World. In thefe laft 
tis certain, they not only exceeded their old Rivals 
the Greeks, but alfo furpaffed all the other Nations 
of the Univerfe. But this is not to be wonder’d ar, 
fince the one was but a Confequence of the other : 


I mean their wife, judicious and equitable Laws 
G were 
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were in fome Meafure owing to the Succefs of their 
Arms. For when, by the Conduct of their Gene- 
rals, and the Courage of their Soldiers, they fub- 
dued Nations; their wife Senators took {pecial Care 
to examine their Laws, they cull’d and {elected the beft 
of them, and then fitted and adapted them to the 
Conftitution of their Government; and thus by in- 
ferting them into their Laws made them their own ; 
in which they fucceeded fo well, that as they were 
once the Lords, fo they ftill are in fome Senfe the 
Lawegivers of the World; and the Roman Codex 
was made, and {till remains to be the Rule and 
Standard for the reft of Mankind. Thefe wife 
and ufeful Regulations, thefe their prudent Arts of 
Government, one of their beft Poets infifts upon as 
the Glory of the Romans, which he prefers to all 
the Arts and Sciences of the Greeks, to the living 
Statues and noble breathing Sculptures of the Da- 
rians and Corinthians, and to the Skill of the Cha/- 
deans in Aftronomy, and the Knowledge of the 
Heavens, in that beautiful Paffage in the 6th B, of 
the Exeis, which I fhall give you in the Language 
of Mr. Dryden, which comes up very near to the 
Original, 


Let others better mould the running Ma/s Q 
Of Metals, and inform the breathing Brafs, ¢ 
And foften into Flefh a Marble Face ; S 
Picad better at the Bar, defcribe the Skies, 

And when the Stars defcend, and when they rife: 
But, Rome, ’tis thine alone, with aweful Sway, 
Zo rule Mankind, and make the World obey, 
Difpofing Peace 

Thefe ave imperial Arts, and worthy thee. 


Which Words, pronounced by way of Prophe- 
cy by old Auchifes in Hell, contain one of the no- 
bleft 
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bleft * Encomiums that ever was made upon any 
Nation. But among the feveral Roman Laws, no 
one was more juft and reafonable, none better cal- 
culated for the Happinefs of the People, againtt 
the Oppreffion and Injuftice of Governours, than 
that which allow’d Appeals to the Emperors at 
Rome. The Words Appeilo ad Cefarem, like fo 
many magick Terms, carried a ftrange Force and 
Energy along withthem, could put a Stop to all 
Procefles and Trials, baffle the Malice of fpighttul 
Accufers, bring down Vultum inflantis Tyranni, 
the haughty Looks of an infulting Tyrant, and put 
a Check to his cruel and iniquitous Defigns at once. 
So juftly might Tw//y call it the Patron and Support 
of Liberty, for the Fulian Law was full and ex- 
prefs, De vi publica damnatur qui in Provincia aii- 
gud Poteftate preditus civem Romanum ad Impera- 
orem appellantem necat, necarive jufferit, tor/erit, 
verberaverit, condemnaverit, in vincula publica duci 


jufferit. V. Paul. Recept. Sent. 1. Tit. 16. So that 


* I cannot help excepting the juft and true Character, which 
Buchanan gives of his own Nation and People, in the Epitha/. of 
Frances, Queen of Scots, which is the Matter-piece of that 
excellent Poet. Let any one but read it with Attention, and let 
him, if he can,.defpife and undervalue that brave and noble 
People, as fome filly and fentelefs People are apt to do, who 
can never think or ipeak well of any Nation or Country but 
theirown, His next fineft Piece is his Defiderium Lutetia, his 
Praifes of Paris, his favourite and darling City, where he took 
the greateft Delight to refide; in which one cannot help ad- 
miring the Beauty of his Diétion, and the Smoothnefs of hs 
Verfe, and bewailing, at the fame ‘Time, the Frailty of his 
Memory, and the wandring of his Thoughts in the odd Expref- 
fion of meum PeGora in the laft Verfe but one. 


Ila meum rudibus fuccendit Pe&tora Flammis, &c. 


But as this is plainly the Effeét of a Mind wearied with Study, 
and fatigued with Attention, fuch Slips as thefe, amongft fo ma- 
ny Beauties, ought ever to be kindly excufed and overlook’d 
with Candour. 
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it was a capital Crime in a Governour, to try, 
condemn, imprifon, fcourge, or kill any Roman 
Citizen that had made his Appeal toCe/ar. But 
the Force of the Law did not ftopthere ; for, left 
upon the lodging an Appeal, a Governour fhould 
be inclined to favour a Prifoner, and to fet him at 
Liberty, for fear he fhould carry his Complaints to 
the Prince, and do him iJ] Offices at Rome, the Law 
tied up the Governour’s Hands, and put it out of 
his Power to favour and releafe an Offender. ‘This, 
I confefs, is not exprefled in the Law which I have 
juft now quoted, but is clearly implied, and may, 
I conceive, be fairly gathered from the Words of 
Axrippa to Feffus, in the Aés, C. xxvi. V. 32. For, 
when that Prince had heard the Apoftle’s Defence, 
and was fatisfied of his Innocence, he declared to 
that Governour, that he might have been fet at Li- 
berty, if he had not appealed to Cefar. And this 
Part St. Paui was forced to aét, this Remedy he 
was obliged to fly to, when he had made that noble 
Defence before Fe/fus, afferted his Innocence, and 
told him to his Face, that he knew him innocent of 
the Crimes which the ews alledged againft him, 
Atts xxv. 10, But as he found this juft, this rea- 
fonable Plea would not avail him, nor ferve to pro- 
cure his Liberty, and that Fe/fus, who, in the Be- 
ginning of his Government, was willing to gratify 
the ews, would have decoy’d him to Ferufalem, 
and perfuaded him to take his Trial there, which 
was juft flinging himfelf into the Hands of his 
implacable Enemies, and expofing his Life to 
frefh Confpiracies; fo feeing the Snare fo plainly 
laid for him, he wifely warded off the Blow, re- 
folved to take the Advantage of the Law, to affert 
his Privilege as an innocent Man, and a Citizen of 

Rome, and boldly made his Appeal to Ce/ar. 
The Writers upon this Paffage have been divid- 
ed in their Thoughts about the Reafons that might 
induce 
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induce the Apoftle to make this Appeal to the Im- 
perial Court. I fhall fairly ftate, and briefly con- 
fider their feveral Opinions, and then propofe my 
own, which I fhall readily fubmit to your judicious 
Remarks. 

And firft, St. ufin feems to blame him for it, 
and wonders he applied toa fecular Court, and re- 
ferred his Affair to a heathen Prince: But endea- 
vours at the fame Time, to excufe him, by faying, 
he did it with a Defign to fave his Life, which he 
knew was of fo great Confequence to the Church, 
But if that venerable Father had duly confidered the 
Character of St. Pau], what undaunted Courage 
he fhewed on all Occafions, how often he had look d 
Death in the Face, and willingly expofed his Life 
for the Caufe of Chrift, he could never have 
thought he would have taken the leaft wrong Step, 
or uled any indireét Means to preferve his Life, or 
to fecure himfelf from Danger. 

An * Expofitor of fome Figure, who wrote in 
the Jaft Century, has affign’d other Reafons for this 
Proceeding of St. Paul, 1/?, That God ftood by 
him at Night, and bidding him be of good Cheer, 
told him, that as he had teftified at Feru/alem, fo he 
muft alfo bear Witnefs at Rome. But tho’ fuch a 
Warning and Promife from God, muft have been of 
vaft Comfort to him, if Fortune, or the Neceffity of 
his Affairs had obliged him to travel to that City, I 
cannot think he would have undertaken fo long and 
dangerous a Voyage, at that Seaton of the Year, un- 
lefs he had had a {pecial Call from God for it,which 
it does not appear he had, or at Jeaft fome ftrong 
and weighty Reafons to engage him to it, and that 
this was really his Cafe, 1 fhall endeavour to prove 
in the Courfe of thefe Papers. 

The other Reafon the fore-mentioned Expofitor 
Gives is, that St. Paul might hope to gain the Good- 

* Cornelius a Lapide. 
G 3 will 







ee IT EES 


5 
ae 
ee ah 
2 3 iy? 
. 
¥ 
'y 
‘ 
. arr g 
‘ia 
' } ‘ 


i = 
f - ; = 
* 7a. 2 or ~ . 











S4 The Worxsof the LEARNED. Art. 6. 


wil! of Nero; and if he failed in that, to have the 
Satisfaction of fuffering and dying in that great 
Theatre of the World, the Capital of the Roman 
Empire. But as this is mere Guefs-work and 
Conjecture, I fhall pafs it over levi Pede, nor lay 
a greater Strefs upon it than it will bear. 

Some learned Men have -endeavoured to ac- 
count for this Behaviour of the Apoftle, by 
jaying, that he had Hopes of ftrong Recom- 
mendations to feveral confiderable Perfons at 
Rome, efpecially to Seneca the Philofopher, who, 
as he had been Governor to Nero in his Youth, 
was now his prime Minifter, and a Man of great 
Credit and Intereft at Court; which Recommenda- 
tion might come from his Brother Ga//io the Depu- 
ty of Achaia, who had fhewn him fuch Favour 
when he was acculed at Corinth, that he flatly re- 
fufed to concern himfelf in the Affair, and was fo 
far from facrificing St. Paw/ to the Fiercenefs and 
Malice of the ews, who he plainly faw thirfted 
after his Blood, that he drove them from the Judg- 
ment-feat, and fufiered Sofibenes, the Head of their 
Synagogue, to be infulted and abufed before his 
Tribunal, without the leaft Shew of Refentment, 
although it Jook’d like a Contempt upon his Au- 
thority, és xvill. 16, 17, The Commentator, 
whom | have quoted above, has a very odd Notion 
about this Aflair of Su/thenes ; he believes the Af- 
fault was made upon him by the Yews them- 
felves, who thought he was a Chriftian in his Heart, 
had betray’d their Caufe, and pleaded faintly againft 
St. Paxil; but befides that the Words of St. Luke 
might eafily fet him right, who is exprefs, that this 
Affault was made by the Greeks, ¢AAnves, or the 
Gentiles, both Grotius and Hammoud, (at quales 
Vivi!) are of a different Opinion, and both fay, 
that Sajthenes was the main Accufer, and the warm- 
eft Stickler againft Set. Paul. Uiri Creditis? I 
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muft own I would rather pin my Faith upon thofe 
two great Luminaries of Learning, than on a thou- 
fand fuch dull and heavy Commentators, as Corie- 
lius a Lapide, and the reft of his Tribe. 1 know 
fome have gone farther, and have faid, that Ga/- 
jio’s Favours to him proceeded from his being a 
Chriftian in his Heart, anda Convert of St. Paui’s, 
which they think produced a FriendfLip between 
him and Seneca, and occafioned the Epiftles, 
which are faid to have pafied between thote two 
great Men, and which both St. ferom and St. Ax- 
flin declared they had feen, _f fhall not here lay any 


Strefs upon this pretended Converfion of the Ro- 


man Magiftrate, which is certainly very liable to 
Sufpicion, and has no ancient Authority to {uppore 
it; much lefs upon the Epiftles, which (efpecially 
thofe that are now extant) carry the moft glaring 
Marks of Forgery, and are allowed by learned 
Men tobe certainly fpurious. But yet I cannot help 
thinking, that St. Pau/ had fome kind Recommen- 
dations at Rome; for thefe two Reafons, 1/t, From 
the kind Ufage he met with beyond the other Pri- 
foners upon his Arrival, and during his abode at 
Rome. 2dly, From the great Succefs of his Mini- 
ftry and preaching in that City, which extended 
even to the Palace and Courtof Nero. And Firf, 
From the kind Ufage he met with at his Arrival, 
and during his abode at Rome. For we read, in the 
16th Chapter of the #é#s and the 28th Verfe, that 
when they arrived at that City, the Centurion, who 
conducted them, and had them under his Charge, 
delivered his Prifoners to the Captain of the Guards, 
who, I fuppofe, was Burrbus, the intimate Friend 
of Seneca, and the fecond Minifter after him; for 
’tis certain, he was about that time Prefefius Pre- 
tirio, the Commander of the Preterian or Houle- 
hold Troops, This Officer ordered the reft of the 
Prifoners to the common Prifon, but St. Paal had 
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this Favour and Diftinction fhewn him, that he 
was allowed to live in a private Houfe, only with 
a Soldier with him to attend and guard him ; I fay 
to guard him, for I conceive, the Man was placed 
about him rather as a Security for his Perfon, than 
to prevent his Ficape; fince it could never be 
thought, that one, who had furrendered him- 
felf, and voluntarily made his Appeal to Ce- 
far, would offer to run away, and to fly 
from that Trial, which he fo earneftly defired. 
This Soldier therefore, I fay, feems to have been 
placed about him as a Safety to his Perfon, left the 
ews, who had already made fo many Attempts 
upon his Life, might again lie in wait and endea- 
vour to deftroy him. How long St. Pau/ continu- 
ed thus Prifoner at large, and how he came off up- 
on his Trial, the Scripture does not tell us, but I 
think we may fairly conclude, he came off with 
flying Colours, and was honourably acquitted ; 
fince, after his Releafe, he lived two Years in his 
own hired Houle, and was allowed not only to re- 
ceive all that came to him, but, which is more, 
was permitted to preach the Kingdom of God, 
and to teach thofe Things which concerned the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, with all Confidence, no Man 
forbidding him ; which I believe, Sir, you'll allow, 
he never could have done, if he had been under 
the Disfavour of the Prince, and been found guil- 
ty of the Crimes that were laid to his Charge. 

Some Writers have imputed the kind Ufage that 
was fhewn to St. Pau/, to hisWifdom and Courage ; 
to the Regard and Reipect, that were fhewn him by 
the Chriftians at Rome; to the Character the Centu- 
rion gave of him, who had made the Voyage with 
him; or laftly, to fome kind Letters, which Fe/- 
tus had written in his Behalf to Rome: But this aft 
[ can by no means think tobe probable, for I never 


can believe, that he, who had fhewn him fo little 
Juftice 
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Juftice at Cefarea, would hive troubled himf-lf to 
recommend him at Rome, which would have been 
a Keflection upon him, fince it was his Injuftice 
that had drove him tothe Neceffity of appealing to 
Cefir. But I rather believe, he was recommended 
by fome great Men to their Friends, and moft pro- 
bably, as I obferved before, by the Deputy of 4- 
chaia, WhO was acquainted with his Cafe, had been 
Eye-witaefs of the Malice of the Hews againtt 
him, and had refufed by an unjuft Sentence to facri- 
fice him to the Refentment cf his implacable Ene. 
mies. The other Reafon I affigned of the Favour 
he met with at Rome, was the Succefs of his Preach- 
ing and Miniftry there, which extended to the Pa- 
lace and the Court of Nero. That he madehim- 
felf Friends and Converts there, appears from the 
4th Ch. of Pil, V.22. where he mentions the 
Saints that were of Cz/ar’s Houfhold, 7. e. thofe 
that belonged to his Family, and Servants of his 
Court; and at the 1ft Chap. of the fame Epiftle, 
V. 12. he declares, that the Things which had 
happen’d to him, had fallen out rather for the Fur- 
therance of the Gofpel; fo that his Bonds were ma- 
nifeftin all the Palace, and in all other Places, The 
Word Palace here in the Original is negitde zov, 
Pretorium, which, Dr. Hammond faith, fignifies 
the Common-Hall, the Court where Caufes ufed 
to be heard; fo that St. Pau/’s being imprifoned 
and brought before the Judges, might be a Means 
to make him known to the Bench, and to the whole 
Court. But ’tis certain, the Pretorium at Rome, in 
its primitive Senfe, implied the Camp of the Pre- 
tortan Guards, or Houfhold Troops of the Prince ; 
fo ’tis likely that, as he was attended by a Soldier, he 
might have had Occafion to preach to the Soldiery, 
and to make fome Converts among thofe Pretorian 
Troops. But I believe the Word may be of a more 
extenfive Senfe, and that as the Apoftle was a 

| Stranger, 











88 The Works ofthe LEARNED. Art. 6. 


Stranger, and wrote to thofe that were fuch, : 
might have taken the Word in the fame Senfe * 
was ufed in the Provinces, where the Palace of es 
Prince or Governour was ulually called Pretcrium, 
as Matt. xxii. 27. and és xxill. 25. where the 
Palace of Herod is called the Pretorium ; {fo he 
might mean by it the Palace of the Emperor. ‘This 
is the Senfe that ancient Writers have given of it, 
and which carries fome Probability along with it, 
Befide, tis not certain, St. Paul did not appear be- 
fore Nero himfelf, or at leaft before the Pretor, 
who admiinifter’d Juftice in his Name; fo that our 
Tranflation may keep its Ground, and feems to ex- 
prefs the Senfe and Meaning of St. Paul. 

Thus I have fairly ftated and confidered the Rea- 
fons alledged by learneci Men for this Appeal of 
St. Paul, and cafting himfelf upon the Tribunal 
of Czar. I fhall now go on to produce my own, 
which I fhall entirely leave to your judicious Re. 
marks, I once thought the Reafon was, that he 
expected to find Juftice from Nero, who at that 
Time was ajuft, merciful, and gracious Man, and 
indeed a Pattern to all other Princes. I fay, at 
that Time, for the firft five Years of his Reign 
were fo remarkable for thefe princely Virtues, 
that Neronis Quinguennium, the firft five Years 
of Nero, paffed as a Proverb to expreis a juft and 
gracious Reign. Thefe were really golden Days 
co the Romans, and continued to’ be fo whilft that 
Prince was under the Direction, and followed the 
Advices of thofe two wife and good Men Barrbus 
and Sexeca; but when he fhook off their Influ- 
ence, hearken’d to vile Flatterers, and was govern- 
ed by his vicious and wicked Favourites, by fuch a 
worthlefs Fellow as his freedman Palias, and fucha 
wicked Wretch as Tigellinus, the Minion of his 


* See Mr, L’Enfant’s Tefament. in Locum. 
Lewdnels, 
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Lewdnefs, and the chief * Advifer of his Crimes; 
then he appeared in his own true and proper Co- 
Jours, and gave a Loofe to his Paffions, broke 
out into all Cruelty, Follies and Extravagancies, 

roved a Montter, and became the Scourge of the 
World, and the Fear of Mankind. ’T was then, 
thac in a@ mad and drunken Fit, he fet the Cit 
of Rome on fire, and cruelly play’d over its Flames ; 
and to fhift off the Odium of fo vile an Aion 
from himielf, he laid it to the Charge of the poor 
Chriftians, and as Yertuliian has it, Primus in hance 
Seftam Nero gladio feroctit, was the firft that drew 
the Sword, and made capital Laws againft the 
Chriftians, who (as the fame Writer faith) tai ax- 
thore perfecutionis gloriabantur, gloried in having 
fuch a worthlefs Wretch to be the firft Perfecutor of 
their Sect. This happen’d in the ,2th Year of that 
Prince’s Reign, whereas St. Pau/’s Appeal and Ap- 
pearance before /grippa, are placed by Dr. Ham- 
mond in the 2d Year of Nevo. 

But tho’ St. Pau/ might expect to have Juftice done 
him then at Rome, hehad, I am perfuaded, much 
ftronger Reafons to engage him tothe Step he made; 
Firft, To deliver himfelf from the Perfecution of the 
Fews, andthe many Attempts they made againtt his 


* ’Twas he that put Nero upon that unheard of Cruelty of 


clothing poor Wretches in Garments dipped in burning Matter, 
the Tunica Molefla, and, with a Stake run through their Bodies, 
expefing them in Rows like fo many ‘Torches to the Sight and 
Diverfion of the People, which uvena/ alludes to in his firit 
Satire at the 155th Verfe. 


Pene Tigellinum taeda lucebis in illa 
Qua Stantes ardent &F fixo gutture fumant. 
~~ 


if into Rogues omnipotent you rake, 

Death is your Doom impail’d upon a Stake ; 

Smear’d o’er with Wax, and {et on fire to light 

The Streets, and make a dreadful Blaze by Night. 
Davyden. 
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Life. 2dly, To fhelter himfelf trom the ill Ufage 
and Injuftice of the Roman Governours. 3dly and 
laftly, Becaufe he knew he ran no Rifk, but went 
upon fure Grounds, there being no Law or Edig, 
no Statute or Penalty at that Lime in Force againtt 
the Chriftians at Rome. 

And firft, to deliver himfelf from the Perfecu- 
tions of the ews, and the continual Attempts they 
made againft his Life. And indeed he could not 
expect any Thing elfe fromthem. He was a Con- 
vert from their Religion, a Deferter of their Caufe, 
and now fhewed as much Zeal for the Chriftian 
Religion, as he had done Fiercenefs and Cruel- 
ty againft it before. From that Time, trom the 
Moment of his Converfion, the Yews became his 
moft implacable Enemies. From that Time his 
Life became a Scene of Dangers and Perfecutions, 
I thal! only offer two or three Inftances of it, and 
for the reft refer to his own Words, where he gives 
fuch a moving Defcription of his Sufierings. Thus 
do we read at the oth Chapter of the és, that 
when he had confounded the Fews at Damafcus, 
proving that Jefus was the Chrift, the Fews took 
Counfel to kill him, and watched the Gates Day 
and Night to compafs their cruel Defign ; then the 
Difciples took him by Night, and let him down by 
the Walls in a Bafket, Verfes 22, 23, 24, 25. 
Another Time, a Tumult was railed againft him, 
that he would have been torn to Pieces, it the chief 
Captain had not fent Soldiers to refcue him out of 
their FTands. And laftly, to make fure Work, they 
added an Execration to their Malice, and forty of 
them bound themfelves under a Curfe, not to eat 
nor drink till they had deftroy’d him. But let us 
hear the moving Account St. Pau/himfelf gives of 
his own Sufferings, atthe 2d of Cor. xith Chapter 
and 23d Verfe, where he declares, he had been in 
Labours abundant, in Stripes above Meafure, in 
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Prifons frequently, in Deaths oft; that thrice he had 
been beaten with Rods, and five times he had been 
fcourged by the ‘Fews. 

But what made his Cafe the more deplcra- 
ble was, that he had no Refuge to fly to, he 
could expect no Relief nor Juftice trom the 
Roman Governours; for as Pilate join’d with 
Herod againft Chrift, fo his Succeffors ever fided 
and agreed with the Yezws in perfecuting St. Paul ; 
of this he had fufficient Experience in the two laft, 
Felix, and Feftus his Succefior. The firft of thefe 
was a wicked and corrupt Magiftrate, who had 
been guilty of all manner of Oppreffion, and In- 
juftice in his Government; and, at the very Time 
that St. Paul appeared before him, lived in open 
Adultery with another Man’s Wife, whom he had 
taken by Force from her Hufband. This St. Pau 
was appriz’d of, and when permitted to {peak be- 
fore him, did not in the Jeaft footh and flatter him 
in his Vices, but reafoned before him concerning 
Righteoufnefs and Temperance, or (as the Words 
d'ixouwovvng and ¢yegTetas in the Original feem ra- 
ther to imply) of Juftice and Continency, the 
Breach of which he had been moft notorioufly guil- 
ty of, and gave him fuch a moving and awaken- 
ing Lecture, that it put him into a Fit of Trem- 
bling; but this good Qualm of Confcience was 
foon over, he quickly fhook and fhifted him off, 
as other Sinners do their Repentance to a more con- 
venient Seafon ; and at laft, whether he was piqued 
and offended at the Freedom of his Difcourfe, or 
that (as the Holy Writ intimates) he was in Hopes 
to draw Money out of him, thus giving a frefh In- 
ftance of Injuitice and Extortion, he refufed to 
grant him his Liberty, as in Confcience he was ob- 
liged to do; and when he was recalled from his 
Government, willing to oblige the ews, whofe 
Refentments he had juft Reafon to fear, and left 
they fhould follow him with their Accuiations to 

Rome, 
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Rome, he left him to be tried and judged by his Suc- 
ceffor Feftus. But he had foon Reafon to repent of 
this his Complaifance, and currying Favour with 
the Fews, for his Back was no fooner turn’d, but 
they followed him with their Complaints to ome, 
where he loft the Favour of Nero; and if it had 
not been for the Intereft he made with his Brother 
Pallas, the Freedman and Favourite of that Prince, 
he had likewife loft his Liberty, if not his Life, 
Yet this had no Influence upon his Succeffor Fe/- 
tus, nor made him fhew more Juftice and Equity 
to St. Paul. For tho’ he had, as [ have already 
obferved, heard the Caufe at his Arrival at Ce/area, 
and was convinced of his Innocence, as the Apoftle 
had the Courage to tell him to his Face, és xxv, 
10. Yet, as he was willing, at his firft coming 
into the Government, to pleafe and gratify the 
Fews, he would have perfuaded him to go to Feru- 
falem to betried. But the Apoftle wifely faw the 
Snare that was laid for him, refolved to fly to the 
dernier Refort, pleaded his Privilege as a Roman, 
and boldly made his Appeal to Ce/ar, which he 
was the more encouraged to do, becaufe he knew 
he went upon fafe Grounds, that there were no Laws 
could touth and affect him at Rome, no Pains and Pe- 
naltiesin Force againft the Chriftians ; which was the 
third Reafon I affign’d, and perhaps the ftrongeft, 
that engaged him to take fuch a Step. 

There had indeed been an Edict lately iffued out by 
Claudius toexpell the Fews from-.Rome, by Reafon, 
as Suetonius relates, of fome Tumults and Diflur- 
bances they had raifed in that City. udeos impulfore 
Chrifto, faith that Writer, ¢umultuantes Roma expu- 
jit. Suet. in Claud. c.25. But this concern’d the 
Fews only, and wasnot in the leaft defign’d to af- 
tect the Chriftians. I mutt contefs, fome of them 
were Sufferers by it, and were involved in that Sen- 
tence, and that purely by the Miftake and Ignorance 
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of the Romans,who, not knowing the Difference thar 
was between the two Seéts, were apt to confound 
them together, This was the Fatt of Pri/tia and 
Aquila, whom, as St. Luke faith, St. Paul found at 
Corinth, whither they were fled trom Rome, becaule 
of this Edict of Claudius, Aes xviit. 2. This St. 
Epipbanius thinks was alfo the Fate of St. Joba 
the Kvangelift, who, he faith, by Virtue of that 
Law was at that Time banifh’d to the Ifle of Pusr- 
mois: He is indeed fingular in this Account, fince 
the beft and moft authentick Writers place the 
Exit of that Apoftle almoft forty Years after, in 
the 15th of Domitian, A.D. 95. Be it as it will, 
this does by no means afie¢ct the Point in Queftion, 
What I infift upon is, that there was not at that 
Time * any Edict or Law againit the Chriftians as 
Chriftians, nor indeed tili near ro Years after, 
when Nero, to remove the Shame and Scandal of 
fetting Rome on Fire, laid the Blame upon the inno- 
cent Chriftians, iffued out the firft Edicts againtt 
them, and dilcharged his Rage and Fury upon 
them. This plainly appears from the Teftimony of 
the beft Writers, and ftill more clearly from the 
Inftance of St. Pau/ himfelf, who, when he was re- 
leafed from his Confinement at Rome, was fo far 
trom being molefted and perfecuted for his Religion, 
that he was futfered, as I have faid before, to live two 
Years quietly in his own hired Houfe, to receive all 
that came unto him, to preach the Kingdom of God, 
and to teach thofe Things which concerned the Lord 
Jetus Chrift with all Confidence, no Man forbid- 
ding him ; which he would never have been fuffered 
to do, had there been any Laws or Edicts at that 
Time in Force againft the Chriftians at Reme. Dr. 


o - 
Hammond on this Place has made a Remark, which, 


* St. Paul made his Appeal] in the 2d Year of Nero, and the 
Perfecution was not till the 1zth Year of that Prince. 
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I conceive, is notentirely right ; he thinks, that the 
Readinefs which Fe/us fhew’d in admitting this Plea 
and Appeal of St. Paw/, was a Proof that there 
were no Laws enacted againft the Chriftians. But 
with fubmiffion to that very learned, that great 
Ditator in the Republick of Letters, I can by no 
means think his Obfervation to be juft, fince it was 
what that Governour at his Peril could not refufe to 
admit, it being as much as his Place and his Life 
were worth to proceed farther in the Matter ; fince 
the Julian Law, as | have obferved above, made it 
a capital Crime for any Magiftrate to try, con- 
demn, punifh, imprifon, {courge, or put any Cri- 
minal to death, that had made his Appeal to Ce- 
far. But tho’ the Admiffion of his Plea did not 
prove it, yetthe very Appeal of the Apoftle plain- 
ly fhew’d, that the Chriftians at that Time were not 
within the Reach, or under the Lafh of any Law, 
fince the Step that he took would have been run- 
ning from Charybdis upon Scylla, and rufhing into 
greater Danger, than he might have run at home, 
and which his own Prudence would have direéted 
him to avoid ; and upon this he put the whole 
Strefs and Iffue of his Affair, in the Defence he 
made before the Governor Fefius: Neither againft 
the Law, nor againft the Temple, nor yet againft Cx- 
far Lave I offended any thing at all. Acts xxv. 8. 
The Truth is, he was fo far from offending againft 
his Prince, that in his Writings, nay even in thofe 
very Writings he direéted to the Chriftians at Rome, 
he had recommended Non-refiftance and Obedience 
to Nero, under no lefs a Penalty than that of eternal 
Damnation ; telling them, that whofoever refifted 
the Power then in being, refifted the Ordinance of 
God, and that they that refifted fhould receive to 
themfelves Damnation. Rom. xiii. 3. And this, 
I am perfuaded, was the Reafon of the Behaviour 


of Gallio the Pro-conful of Achaia, towards St. _ 
when 
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when he was brought before him by the Fews at Co- 
rinth, which has been blamed by fome learned 
Men, as too eafy, carelefs and indolent, and cen- 
fured by others as not anfwering the Character Se- 
neca gives him of a juft and upright Man, nor fuit- 
able to the Dignity of a Roman Magiftrate, and a 
Governour of a Province. But thefe Cenfures, I 
believe, will readily fall to the Ground, if we fet 
the Matter in a true Point of View, and enter into 
the Merits of the Cause, which was plainly this : 
Gallio was Deputy from the Emperor, as a Judge 
in Matters that were purely civil ; his Bufinefs wag 
to preferve the Peace, to fecure and defend the Li- 
berties and Properties of the People that were un- 
der his Care, and to punifh fuch Crimes as were 
committed within his Diftrict and Jurifdiction ; but 
as for Matters that were merely ecclefiaftical, Dif- 
putes between the Fews and Chriffians in Matters 
relating to their Religion ; thefe he knew were be- 
yond his Commiffion, what he had nothing to do 
with, and therefore juftly refufed to intermeddle 
in fuch Matters. This was what in plain Terms 
he declared to the ‘ews when they applied to him, 
and demanded Juftice againft St. Paa/. If this was 
a Matter, faid he, of Wrong or wicked Lewdnefs, 
O ye Fews, Reafon would, that I fhould bear 
with you ; but if a Queftion of Words and Names, 
or of your Law ; of Words, * whether Chrift was 
to be called Mefias, and be diftinguifhed by that 
Name? Of Names, whether it be lawful for Chri- 
ftians to diftinguifh themfelves from the ews ? 
Of their Laws, whether it juftly condemns all Gen- 
tiles that are not circumcifed, and maketh it unlaw- 
tul to converfe with fuch Men? Look ye to it, for 
I will not be a Judge in fuch Matters. $0, flatly re- 
tufing to concern himfelf with fuch Points, he 


* VY. Dr. Hammznd in Locum. 
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drove them from the Judgment-Seat, és xviii, 
14, 15, 16. Befides, the Profeffion of Galiio might 
have direéted him to proceed in this Affair, Eu/e- 
bius faith, he pleaded and declaimed with great 
Reputation at Rome ; and as we may be fure, he did 
not fail to join to his Eloquence, what Zully recom- 
mends as fo effential to an Orator and Pleader, I 
mean, a thorough Knowledge of the Laws of his 
Country ; this might fatisfy him, that he had no 
Rule to go by, no ground to proceed upon ina 
Matter about which there were no Laws and Sta- 
tutes in the Roman Codex: So that far from being a 
Refle€tion upon that Magiftrate, it redounded to 
his Honour, fince he could not aét otherwife with- 
out a plain Breach of Truft, without being guilty 
of Injuftice, and ftraining thofe Laws, which, by 
the Nature of his Office, he was obliged to main- 
tain, 

And thus, Sir, I have confidered the Nature of 
the Appeals to Rome, and the great Advantage that 
accrued to the Subjects from them, as alfo the Mo- 
tives which the Apoftle had to fly to that Reme- 
dy, and to challenge his Privilege of a Roman Ci- 
tizen. If you know any Reafons of greater 
Weight and Force, I beg you would favour me 
with them, that if I find myfelf in the wrong, I may 
clofe in with your Opinion, and defift-from my 
own, which I am always ready to do, fince no 
one has a greater Deference for your Judgment, 
than, 

SiR, 
Your's, Sc. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VIL 


It is in compliance with the Defire of the Au- 
thor of this little Piece, that I give it a place in 
our Hiftory, after its being publifhed in one of the 
weekly Papers. This Edition differs from the for- 
mer in fome minute Inftances. 


An Introduction to the Life of the late Chancellor 
Tatsot: Containing fome general Heads or To- 
pics, upon which the Memoir is propofed to be 
formed. 


N drawing up Memoirs of this kind, the W7i- 
ter fhould be careful to make choice of a Syé- 
jeff, in treating and canvaffing which, in a proper 
manner, fuch Scenes of Aétion and Purfuit will, 
naturally and neceffarily, occur to the Contiderati- 
on of the Reader, as will not only tend to gratify 
and oblige his Curiofity, bute likewife to inftruét 

and enlighten his Judgment. | 
This fhould be the conftant Aim of every Perfon, 
who takes upon himfelf the Employment of writing 
Lives ; and, in our Opinion, this End will be, 
moft effectually, anfwered; not by bringing upon 
the Stage, out of their Cells and Receffe., Men, 
who, for the moft part, have lived a Lite of Soli- 
tude and Retirement; although thefe very Men 
have, fometimes, diftinguifh’d themfelves by fo 
wonderful a Proficiency in ufeful and honourabie 
Studies, as to merit the Approbation and Acknow- 
ledgments both of the prefent Age and late Pofterity ; 
becaufe it often happens with Men of this Charaéter, 
that notwith{tanding they have teen fo happy as to ac- 
quire a great and juit Reputation by the Service they 
have done the Public, in the Courfe of their Stu- 
dies; yet the Accidents of fuch Men’s Lives do not 
H 2 a ford 








oe “= . 





f 
EE 


e 


+o ee en eae 
= ise rte 
oe ae toe ke 


oe SR eet ee enim 
we oe ae~ 


== 
ag ened Side le a ae 









- 2 
Se ass wy i eg WO a + 
2 ae 2 AMEE OPE SR OR ep Ni a EP sty ee A Stas 
— al PF. ee 
= ? +. cm ss > 





} 

4 
a 
4 
ie 

4 






93 The Worxsof the LEARNED. Art.7. 


afford a fufficient variety of Materials towards the 
compiling any Part of Civil Hiflory, or towards 
forming either ufeful or entertaining Memoirs of 
this Nature. 

What Ingredients, for Inftance, towards formin 
fuch Memoirs, can be found or expected in the Life 
of a learned Reciufe, who, in confequence of his Re- 
tirement, and of his -total Abfirattion from public 
Affairs,. has been enabled perhaps to oblige the 
World with great Improvements in feveral Branch- 
es of the mathematical Science, or to deal out to the 
Public more elaborate and methodical Syftems in 
fome other Sciences, than what have, perhaps, ap- 
peared before in the World? 

To fpeak the Truth; the Sprries of fuch Men 
are feldom in a proper Fitne/s, or Direétion to pro- 
duce fine and appofite Reafonings, wich reference to 
any other Subject than that which ingroffes their 
whole Attention; for as the Culture and Improve- 

ment of fome Branch of the Sciences, generally, 
makes up the whole of fich Mens Purfuits; fo in 
that, generally, confifts the whole of their Merits. 

The Glory of contributing proper Materials to an 
ufeful Biographical Memoir, is referved folely to 
Men of an univerfal Genius witha mixed Education, 
that is to fay, to thofe only, whofe Education has 
been laid in the united Strength of fuch Improve- 
ments as are only to be made from a_ thorough 
Knowledge and Acquaintance with Men and Books, 
and who have, all their Lives, been educated in 
the Knowledge and concerned in the Adminiftration 
of Affairs of State: This rare and fingular Privi- 
lege is referved to /uch Men only, as are equally 
happy and inimitable in the Choice of the jufteft 
and propereft Matter, fuited to all the Occafions, 
which the Variety and Importance of their Em- 
ploymernts demand, and in recommending and a- 
dorning shat Matter, by the very fitteft, beft and 

| happieft 
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happieft Manner of conveying and communicating 
it to the Public, — who have an exquifite Grace and 
Propriety in all their Deportments, (fuch a Grace 
and Propriety as is, indeed, far eafier for me to d:/- 
cern than to defcribe,) as well as the moft confum- 
mate Knowledge of Things;—who are able to 
trace them in their minuteft Differences, and in their 
remoteft Confequences, and to fee through their moft 
combined and complicated Relations; and whofe Spi- 
rits, by long Practice and Experience, have contracted 
an habitual and (if I may be allowed the Expreffion) a 
mechanical Sympathy with great and difficult Under- 
takings ; to fucha Degree, thatthe greateft and moft 
arduous Affairs are to fuch Menthe proper Sphere and 
Element in which they delight to ive and move and 
have their Being; as thinking, peradventure, from 
thence to derive new Occafions of Glory, and to reap 
frefo Laurel, from the Exercife and due Exertion 
of fuch extraordinary Talents and Accomplith- 
ments. 

The Conduct of fuch Men under the nobleft 
and moft important Relations to the State, and in 
the moft auguftand moft confpicuous Theatre of Ac- 
tion, can only furnifh out proper Ingredients to ren- 
der a Narrative of this kind ufeful and inftruétive. 
The beroical Meafures, which are fet to View, in 
Memoirs of this Sort, are apt to gain and win 
the very Soul of an ingenious Reader to the fame 
Ply and Temperament. 

Moreover, itisa Tribute of Refpeé?, which we 
conceive to be due to the Memories of Men, who 
have benefited and adorned the State by their Merits 
and Services, gratefully to commemorate fuch Ser- 
vices, by the Means of Hiffory gravely and faithfully 


writ; and, by that Means, to endeavour to raile 


an Emulation of their Virtues, and to initruct Po- 
{terity by their Example. 
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Thefe Motives have determined us to draw up a 
few Memoirs, or Obfervations, relating to the Life 
eof the late Lord Talbot; becaufe we think that a 
Detail of fuch Matters as we ourfelves have had 
either an Opportunity of obferving, or of colleét- 
ing with any certainty, from the Reports of others, 
with relation to the Character and Conduct of fo 
great a Man, might afford a lively and inftructive 
Leffon of Moral and Philofophical Virtue. 

It is, then, uxiverfally, agreed, that Lord Zal- 
bot reflected an unufual Luftre upon the higheft and 
moft honourable Station in the Law, (to which the — 
Efteem and Affettion of his Fellow Citizens, as well 
as the Favour and difcerning Judgment of his Sove- 
reign, had raifed him) by the moft genuine and un- 
affected Plainneis and Simplicity of Manners ; 
by the admirable and uncommon Felicity of his, 
Genius,accompanied with a moft folid and comprehen- 
five Knowledge, both in his Profeffionand inthe Politi- 
caiSczence ; by his remarkable Love of Juftice; and bya 
moft /enejicent Inclination, and indefatigable Appli- 
cation to promote every thing, which regarded the 
Welfare of the Community, An habitual Complacency 
and conftant Serenity fhone in hisCountenance ;_ his 
Eye was brifk and piercing, and his Looks were fuch 
as evidenced a Mind overflowing with Candour and 
Humanity, as denoted him to be the Friend and 
Well-wifher of Mankind ; his whole Deportment 
was, indeed, very noble and ferious. He did, in 
reality, efteem it his greateft Felicity to be con- 
tinually employed in ferving the Caufe and pro- 
moting the Happinefs of Mankind. He had rhat 
Mazranimity and difinterefied Spirit, as to think no 
Sacrifice too great, where his Honour, or the Inte- 
re{ts of the Community, required it. He prefer’d 
the Teftimony of his Confcience, andthe Difcharge 
of the Duty he owed his Country, to the tender- 
zt and moft endearing Concerns and Confiderations 
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of his Life: —With him the Love of his Country 
had always the A/cendant, and was fure to trisap 
over every perfonal Confideration: But thefe Thies, 
(as well as many other Particularities, worthy to 
be known, with relation to him) will beft appear 
in the following Hiftory of bis Life, in which we do 
not /o much propofe, (after the Manner and Cuftom 
of fome, who have preceded us in the Province of 
writing Lives) wantonly, injudicioufly and intempe- 
rately to praife, as by a faithful and accurate Enu- 
meration of Facts, according to the beft of our 
Judgment, and according to the Nature and Vari- 
ety of fuch Conjunétures and Incidents as may fall 
under our Examination in treating this Subject, well 
and truely to effimate and apprai/e his Conduct, a- 
greeably to what the Circumftances of the Cafe fhall 
moft feem to require. We fhall hold out the Light 
of Evidence and of impartial Fatt to the Reader; 
and then leave him at full Liberty to purfue and e- 
{tablifh his own Conclufions, But to exhibit and ex- 
plain our Intentions, yet, more fully and particular- 
ly ; in thefe Memoirs, we propofe to trace him from 
his firft beginning to exercife the Funéions of the 
long Robe through all the eminent and important 
Relations, which he, afterwards, fuftained in the 
State: We fhall not only confider him asan Advocate 
or Pleader of Proceffes at the Bar; as having had 
a relation through a Series of many Years, to both 
Houfes of Parliament; as feated upon the Eench, 
and prefiding there as foleFudge in the b:ghef? coufituted 
Court of Judicature in the Kingdom, andas a princi- 
pal Member of the Council of State, but we fhall like- 
wife confider him in the ea/y and familiar Converte 
and Intercourfe with his Friends; in /ocial and do- 
meftic Life; and fhew, that he was not more con- 
fiderable for his Capacity and Fidelity in the Dif- 
charge of his public Employments, than he was ami- 

able 
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able in employing and appropriating his Hours of 
Retirement. 

His Death in fo early a Period of Life, and in 
the full Bloom ot all thofe honourable Advantages, 
which are fo long in acquiring, and fo effectual in 
endearing the Poffefer to the Community he lives 
in, and to his Cotemporaries, was a very fenfible 
Misfortune to the State; yet was it of fuch a Na- 
ture as that it received great Alleviation (by his be- 
ing fucceeded, in his high Dignity, by a Magiftrate 
of Lord Hardwick’s Fame and Eminence) when it 
was found, (in fupplying a Sycceffion of that Con- 
fequence to the Publick) that, in Lord Hardwicke, 

—— non deficit alter 
Aureus, €§ fimili frondefcit virga Metallo. 
The Voice of general Condolence, tor the Death 
of Lord Yalbot, was then foon changed into a ge- 
neral Joy and Congratulation upon the Acceffion of 
Lord Hardwicke to the Seals. 

And here a fine Field for Panegyrick opens to 
our View ; did not we find ourfelves refrained, as 
to this Particular; by reafon, that we conceive, 
there is always fome Jndelicacy and Jmpropriety in 
praifing Men to their Faces; though /uch Praifes 
fhould proceed upon the ma/t folid Foundations of 
public Merit, Capacity, and Services ; and though 
this Objection did not fubfift, we fhould yet judge 
the Attempt not only to be premature, tor the 
Reafons already alledged; but to be, altogether, 
unneceflary, at a Time, when the Pudiic is, every 
where, profefing and prociaiming the Obligations, 
which it hath to the confummate Wildom and Fuftice 
whith appears throngh the whole Courfe of Lord 
Hardwicke’s * Adminijtvation of the Bufineffes and 
Caufes, which are incident to the Furi/diftion of the 
Great Seal; fothat (to fpeak poezically, and in me- 
tapbor, but yet fo as to émport a ferious Truth and 
a molt indeniable Fact) the Benefit and Emolument 
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which the Public receives from Chancellor Hard- 
wicke, is of fucha Nature and Tendency, as that 
his Lordfhip may not, improperly, be faid to emu- 
late the bright P/anet of the Day in the benign and 
ufeful Influence which it fheds upon thofe things, 
which are placed within the Sphere of its Abtivity : 
Left, therefore, we fhould incur the Fo//y and Jm- 
putation of attempting to paint the Sun in its me- 
ridian Splendour, we haften to finifh this Pre/imi- 
nary Addrefs to the Reader, with obferving, that 
it isin fuch Propenfions, Habits, and Perfeétions of 
the Mind as we fhall fhew, hereafter, to have torm- 
ed the Character of Lord Yalsot, wherein the true 
Greatne/s of it, or the Virtue called Magnaniinity 
properly and effentially, confifts; it being, in our 
Opinion, an affured Pledge and Touchftone of this 
heroical Inclination, if thofe, who are aéfuated by 
it, are able, upon all Occafions, to give Evidence 
of a Heart wholly devoted to embrace every honeft 
and ingenious Meafure of Proceeding, and of rheir 
having /uch a Caft of Mind (as the Words, which 
Lord TZalbot chofe for bis * Motto, and which he 
took care, as will appear in the Cour/e of his Hifo- 
ry, abundantly to verify, by his Conduét, feem to 
point out) as fhews, that they regard the Welfare 
and Happinefs of Mankind with fo uniform and in- 
tire a Purpofe and Affection, that their own moft 
immediate and affeéting Interefts are not, in any 
wife, confulted, where thofe Interefts happen to 
ftand in competition with the due and regular Exér- 
cife of the moral and focial Duties; the Mind of a 
Perfon of this Charaéfer being, on fuch Occafions, 
fo far allured and attracted by the Beauty and Love- 
line/s of fuch a Procedure, as to be able, with the 
greateft Foy and Complacency, to make the moft 
important Sacrifices in favour of it. 


* Humani nj Alienum. 
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ARTICLE VII. 


A Continuation of M. Rollin’s Hiffory of the 
Arts and Sciences. Vol. Ill. 


of this Volume, which relates to the Poetry 
and Poets of the Ancients: We fhall now proceed to 
lay before our Readers a very brief Epitome of what 
follows therein, concerning their Hiftorians ; begin- 
ning withthe Greeks. Of thefe our Author contents 
himfelf with faying very little here, becaufe he has had 
Occafion to treat largely of feveral of them andof their 
Writings in the former Volumes ot his Grecian Hiftory. 

Heroporuvs isthe firft mentioned. He was of 
Halicarnaffus, aCity of Caria. His Birth happen- 
ed four Years before the Defcent of Xerxes upon 
Greece, 4. M. 3520. He compofed his Hiftory 
in the Sonic Dialeé&t. It confifts of nine Books. 
He begins it at Cyrus, according to him the firft 
King of Perfia, and continues it to the Battle of 
Mycale, fought inthe eighth Year of Xerxes, which 
includes an hundred and twenty Years, under four 
Kings otf Perfia, Cyrus, Cambyfes, Darius, and 
Xerxes, from the Year of the World 3405 to 3524. 
Befides the Hiftory of the Greeks and Perfians, 
which are his principal Subjeéts, he treats that of 
feveral other Nations, Thatofthe Egyptians, takes 
up his fecond Book. The Life of Homer, a- 
fcribed to him, is not believed to be his. 

Hercdotus, in order to make himfelf known to 
all Greece at one and the fame Time, chofe to make 
his Appearance when it was affembled at the Olym- 
pic Games, and read his Hiftory there, which was 
received with exceeding Applaufes, The Style in 
which it is wrote feemed fo fweet and flowing, that 


the Audience thought they heard the Mufes them- 
felves; 


W E have lately given fome Account of that Part 
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felves; and that, from thenceforth, occafioned the 
Names of the Mufes to be given to the nine Books 
into which it is divided. 

Ic appears, that he gave a particular Reading of 
his Work to the City of Athens, at the celebrated 
Feaft of the Panathenga. It is believed to have 
been rather at this Affembly, than at the Olympic 
Games, that Thucydides, then very young, perhaps 
about fifteen, was fo much affected with the Beauty 
of this Hiftory, that he was feized with a kind of 
Tranfport and Enthufiafm, and fhed Tears of Joy 
in abundance. Herodotus perceiving ic, compli- 
mented his Father O/orus thereupon, as anearly In- 
dication of his extraordinary Tafte for polite Learn- 
ing, and a probable Token of his being one Day 
the Honour of Greece. 

After fome other Particulars relating to Herodo- 
tus, M. Rollin proceeds to THucypipeEs, whofe 
Birth he places in the 77th Olympiad, 4. AZ 
3533. His Defcent, as he has traced it, was very 
illuftrious. He ftudied Rhetoric under Antiphon, 
and Philofopby under Anaxagoras. As he had a vio- 
lent Inclination for Study, he declined medling 
with publick Affairs; and only took care to form 
himfelf in the military Exercifes that fuited a young 
Man of his Birth, He was employed inthe Army, 
and made fome Campaigns. Atthe Age of Twen- 
ty-feven he was concerned in conducting and fettling 
anew Colony of Athenians at Thurium. This em- 
ployed him three or four Years, when he returned 
to Athens, and married a great Fortune, 

Some time after, 4. M. 3573, the Peloponnc/i- 
an War broke out, and caufed great Troubles and 
Revolutions in Greece. Thucydides from the very 
firft refolved to write the Hiftory of it ; for which 
Purpofe he applied himfelf, with analmoft unexem- 
pled Diligence and Succels, to procure the moft 
faithful Accounts, and to be informed in the moft 
| minute 








106 The Works of the LEARNED. Aft. 8, 


minute Circumftances of all that paffed on both 
Sides in every Expedition and Campaign. 

As he ferved in the Troops of Athens, he was an 
Eye-witnefs of what paffed in the Army of the 4the- 
mians, till the eighth Year ofthat War, when he was 
banifhed for having failed, thro? want of Expedition, 
as he was accufed, of relieving dmphipolis upon the 
Frontiers of Zbrace, (a Town of great Importance to 
both the contending Parties,) and fuffering the La- 
cedemonians to take it. His Exile lafted twenty 
Years, during all which he Jaid himfelf out with 
greater Induftry than ever, in collecting the Mate- 
rials of his intended Hiftory. He was at length 
permitted to return home, at the Age of Sixty- 
eight. It was not till then, according to Mr. Dod- 
auell’s Computation, in which Mr, Roélin acquiefces, 
that he actually fet himfelf to the Compofition of 
this immortal Work, His Subjeét, as already ob- 
ferved, was the famous Peloponnefian War, which 
Jafted twenty-feven Years, He carried it down no 
farther than to the End of the twenty-firft. The 
fix which remained were fupplicd by Thespompus 
and Xenophon. He ufedthe 4rtic Dialect in his Hi- 
ftory, as the pureft, and moft elegant, and at the 
fame time the moft nervous and emphatica]: Befides 
which, it was the Idiom of 4rbens his Country. He 
tells us himéelf, that in writing it, his View was 
not to pleafe, but to inftruct his Readers. He di- 
vides it regularly by Years and Campaigns. 

Our Author has extracted from a Letter of Dio- 
nyfius Halicarnaffens to Pompey the Great, a Com- 
pariton between Herodotus and Thucydides, as. well 
in refpect of their Hiftories, as the Style they ufe. 
However, he hints, as if Diony/ius being Herodo- 
tus’s Countryman, was fomewhat partial in his Fa- 
vour, The Subftance of this Comparifon may be 
seduced into a narrower Compafs than Mr. Rollix 
has allowed it. I fhall mention the Topicks on 
which he has expatiated, 1. With 











Art.8. For AUGUST, 1740. 107 


1. With regard to the Matter of Hiflory. 


The firft Duty of an Hiftorian is to make choice 
of a Subject great, noble, and affecting. — Hero- 
dotus indifputably excells Thucydides in this Point. 
Nothing can be more agreeable and affecting than 
the Subject he has chofen. It is all Greece, jealous 
in the higheft Degree of her Liberty, attacked by 
the moft formidable Power of the Univerfe, which, 
with innumerable Forces, undertakes to crufh and 
reduce her into Slavery. It is nothing but repeated 
Victories, by Sea and Land, gained over the Per- 
fians by the Greeks, who, befides the greateft Emi- 
nence in moral Virtues, fhew al] the Valour, Pru- 
dence, and military Abilities, that can be expected 
frem the moft confummate Captains, In fine, this 
War, fo long and terrible, in which all fa en- 
gages againft the little Country of Greece, and feems 
to make the total Deftruéction of it inevitable, ter- 
minates with the utter fhameful Defeat of Xerxes, 
the moft powerful King of the Earth, and extin- 
guifhes for ever in the Perfans all Thoughts of 
encountering the Greeks any more with open Force. 

We fee nothing of this Nature in Thucydides. He 
confines himfelf to a fingle War, unjuft in its Prin- 
ciple, very various in its Events, and inglorious to 
the Athenians in its Succefs. It is Greece poflefled 
by the Spirit ©f Difcord, and embrewing her 
Hands in her own Blood. A Scene of Horror ; 
Greeks flaughtering Greeks, plundering of Cities, 
Earthquakes, Droughts, Famine, Difeafes, Plagues, 
Peftilence ; in a Word, the moft dreadfwl Cala- 
mities, 

Such is the firft Reflection of Dionyfius ; which, 
Mr. Rollin very juftly remarks, does not at all affect 
the Merit of the Writer. The Choice of the Mat- 
ter does not depend upon an Author cotemporary 

with 
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with his Subject, who is not Mafter of his Events, 
and who neither can, nor ought to write any thing 
but what happens. We have no Right to re- 
quire any Thing of him, but thathe fhould be true, 
judicious, and impartial, 

Secondly, It is of Importance for a Writer to 
chufe proper Points, from whence to fet out, and 
where to ftop the Carreer of his Hiftory. And in 
this Herodotus has admirably fucceeded. He be- 
gins with the Caufe of the Perfians declaring War 
againft Greece: Which is the Defire of revenging 
on the latter, the Deftruction of Zroy, above two 
hundred Years before ; which City was at that time 
in Alliance with Perfia. As for Thucydides, he 
begins his Hiftory with defcribing the unhappy Si- 
tuation of the Affairs of the Greeks at that time 3 a 
firft Profpect little agreeable or affecting. He im- 
putes this War to Athens; tho’ he might have af- 
cribed it to the Envy of Sparta, piqued at the 
Glory of the Athenians, acquired in their Conflitts 
with Perfia. | 

This fecond Reflection of Diony/fius Halicarna/- 
feas pleafes Mr. Rollin ftill lefs than the former, He 
thinks Thucydides was right in afcribing the War to 
the boundlefs Ambition of the Athenians ; and ap- 
plauds it asa noble Evidence of his Impartiality. 

Thirdly, Herodotus, who knew that a long Rela- 
tion of tne fame Matter, how agreeable foever in 
its own Nature, would become difguftful, has va- 
ried his Work, after the manner of Homer, by Epi- 
fodes and Digreffions, whichadd much to its Beau- 
ty and the Reader’s Pleafure. 

Thucydides, on the contrary, is always uniform, 
and purfues his Subject without any Variation ; heap- 
ing up Battles on Battles, Preparations on Preparati- 
ons, Harangues upon Harangues; parcelling out 
Actions by Campaigns, which might have been 
fhewn in all their Extent with more Grace and Per- 
Ipicuity. | Mr. 
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Mr. Rollin fays, Dionyfius feems here not to at- 
tend fufficiently to the Laws of Hiftory, froin 
which a Writer ought never to deviate without the 


jufteft Reafon. One of thete is, that an Hiftorian 


fhould hardly ever lofe Sight of his Subject. This 
was the Conduct of Thucydides: Whereas many 
blame Herodotus for his long and frequent Digreffi- 
ons. However, our Author does not entirely give 
into this Cenfure; f{eeing they muft have been very 
agreeable to the Greeks, at a Time when the Hifto- 
ry of thofe different Nations, of which they treat, 
was entirely unknown to them. 

Fourthly, Thucydides inferts nothing fabulous in 
his Work, never aims at embellifhing it by Fa@s 
of the marvellous kind ; nor does he, upon every 
Occafion, introduce the celeftial Powers acting by 
Dreams, Oracles, and Prodigies. In this, fays 
M. Rollin, he is indifputably preferable to Hervdo- 
tus, who has not fo ftri¢t a Regard to Truth in his 
Relations, and betrays in many Inftances an inex- 
cufable Weaknefs and Superftition. 

Fiftbly, Dionyfius accules Thucydides of a Gloomi- 
nefs of Character, and a natural Roughnefs of 
Temper, which his Banifhment had _ exafperated. 
He dwells upon the Faults and Errors of his Per- 
fonages, and if he fometimes notes their good Qua- 
lities and Succeffes, he feems to do it with regret. 
Mr. Rollie finds nothing of this Difpofition in 
Thucydides. He perceives indeed, that his Matter 
was fad and melancholy, but not the Hiftorian. 
Dionyfius difcerns a Difpofition in Herodotus, quite 
different from that which he afcribes to his oppofite, 
viz. a good Nature always equal, with an extreme 
Senfibility for the good and bad Fortune of his Coun- 
try. 


Anither 
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Another Point on which the Charaéters of our Hi- 
ftorians turn, is that of Elocution. 


In refpeét to this, feveral Things may be confi- 
dered. Firff, Purity, Propriety, and Elegance of 
Language. Thefe Qualities are common to both 
thefe Writers, who equally excelled in them. Se- 
condly, Diffufion or Brevity of Style. Thefe parti- 
cularly diftinguifh and characterize them. The 
Style of Herodotus is {weet, flowing, and more dif- 
fufe ; that of Thucydides, lively, concife, and ve- 
hement. This clofe (and in a manner) abrupt 
Style is wonderfully proper for giving Strength and 
Energy to a Difcourfe, but is generally attended 
with abundance of Obfcurity. And this is the 
Cafe with Thucydides, efpecially in his Harangues, 
which in many Places are almoft unintelligible. So 
that the reading of him requires an uninterrupted 
Attention, and becomes a ferious Study. _ 

Mr. Rollin clofes this Article with the Charaéter 
Quintilian has drawn of thefe Hiftorians, which 
we may very well pafs over,after what has been here 
faid of them. 

XENOPHON is the next of the Ancients 
whom Mr. Rodliz. gives an Account of. He tells 
us, he was born at Athens in the third Year of 
the 82d Olympiad, and that he was a great Phi- 
lofopher, Hiftorian, and General. He barely men- 
tions his Expedition under Cyrus, his celebrated 
Retreat, and his fubfequent Employment in the 
Troops of Sparta. This illuftrious Commander 
retired afterwards to Scyllonta, where the Laceda- 
monians had given him Lands near the City of 
Elis. 

He was not idle, as Mr. Rollin fays, in his Soli- 
tude. He took Advantage of the Leifure it af- 

forded 
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forded him to compofe his Hiftories. He began 
with the Cyropedia, which is the Hiftory of Cyrus 
the Great in eight Books, It was followed by that 
of Cyrus the younger, which includes the famous 
Retreat above-mentioned, in feven Books. He then 
wrote the Grecian Hiftory in feven Books likewite, 
beginning where Thucydides left off. He alfo com- 
pofed feveral. particular Traéts upon_hiftorical 
Subjects. His Style, under an Air of Simplicity 
and natural Sweetnefs, conceals inimitable Graces, 

_ Cresi1as now appears, He was of Cuidos, and 
Xenophon’s Cotemporary, He practifed Phyfick in 
the Court of Perfia for feveral Years with great 
Succefs, .He wrote the Hiftory of the 4/prians 
and Perfians in twenty-three Books. The fix firft 
treated of the A/fjrian Affairs to the Foundation of 
the Perfian Empire: From the feventh to the thir- 
teenth inclufively, he related at large, the Reigns of 
Cyrus; Cambyfes, Magus, Darius, and Xerxes. He 
continued the Hiftory of the Perfians. down to the 
third Year of the g5th Olympiad. He contradicts 
Herodotus almoft in every. Thing, and often differs 
from. Xenophon. At the fame time he is regarded 
by all the Learned as a Writer entirely unworthy of 
Credit. . Diodorus Siculus, .Trogus Pompeius, and. 
fome others, have yet chofen to follow him rather 
than Herodotus, and even than Xenophon. They 
were deceived, Mr. Rollin thinks, by the Affu- 
rance with which he affirms, that he advanced no- 
thing in his Writings, of which he was not an 
Fye-witnefs, or had been inftruéted by the Perfons 
concerned, or had extracted it out of the Perfian 
Archieves. | , 

.Potysrus is next upon our Lift. He was of 
Megalopolis, a City of Peloponnefus in Arcadia. He 
was born about the Year of Rome 548.. He was 
educated, like all the Children of his Nation, in the 


higheft Veneration of the Deity; in which he per- 
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fevered with fo much Conftancy during his whole 
Life, that few prophane Authors have thought 
more religioufly, or fpoke with more Dignity of 
God, than he has done. 

Lycortes his Father, a profound Statefman, was 
his Mafter in Politicks, as Philopeemen, one of the 
greateft and moft intrepid Captains of the Ancients, 
was in War. The Romans, after the Defeat of Per- 
feus the laft King of Macedon, A. M. 3837. in or- 
der to punifh fuch of the 4cbeans, as had been 
warmeft in fupporting the 4chean League, and had 
feemed moft averfe to their Interefts, carried away 
a thoufand of them to Rome; of which Number 
was Polybius. .During his Stay there, the greateft 
Perfons of that City delighted in his Acquaintance, 
and among his moft intimate Friends we may reckon 
Q. Fabius, and the younger Scipio. Charmed with 
his great Qualities, they prevailed with the Pretor, 
that he fhould not leave Rome with the reft of his 
Countrymen when they were difmiffed. 

It is evident, that he compofed the greateft Part 
of his Hiftory, or at teaft collected Materials for 
it, here. For where, as our Author notes, could 
he be better informed of the Events which had paf- 
fed, either during the whole Courfe of the fecond 
Punick War, than in the Houfeof the Scipio’s; or 
during the Campaigns againft Per/eus, than in that 
of Paulus Emilius ? The fame may be faid in re- 
{pect to all foreign Affairs, which occurred either 
whilft he was at Rome or accompanied Scipio. 

When the Acheans were permitted to return 
home, reduced to the Number only of three hun- 
dred, Polybius either ftaid behind at Rome, or fhortly 
came back to his beloved Scipio, feeing he was cer- 
tainly with him three Years after at the Siege of Car- 
thage. This Expedition being over, he made fome 
Voyages upon account of the Hiftory he had in 
view. But how great was his Grief, fays Mr. Rollin, 

when 
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when vifiting Peloponne/ius, he faw Corinth laid in 
Afhes, and his dear Country reduced into a Province 
of the Koman Empire. If any thing could con- 
fole him in fo mournful a Conjunéture, it was the 
Opportunity his Credit with the Romans gave him 
of obtaining fome Mitigations of thefe publick 
Misfortunes. 

After having rendered his Country many Services, 
he returned to Scipio at Rome, from whence he fol- 
lowed him to Numantia, at the Siege of which he 
was prefent. When Scipio was put to death by the 
Faction of the Gracchi, he retired into Greece ; 
where he lived fix Years, enjoying the Efteem, 
Gratitude, and Affection of his dear Feilow-citizens, 
and died at the Age of fourfcore and two, bya 
Fall from his Horfe. 

His principal Works, as Mr. Rollin tells us, are, 
the Lifeof Philopemen; a Treatife upon the Tac- 
tics; the Hiftory of the Nwmantian War, and his 
univerfal: Hiftory. This laft only remains, and 
that very imperfect. Po/ybius himfelf calls it univer- 
fal Hiftory, not in refpect of Times, but of Places, 
as containing the Account of what paffed in the 
known World during the Space of fifty-three Years, 
viz. from the Beginning of the fecond Punick 
War, to the Redu¢tion of the Kingdom of Mace- 
donia into a Province of the Roman Empire. 

No Hiftory prefents us, in fo fhore a Space of 
Time, with fo great a Diverfity of Events, all of 
them decifive, and of the laft Importance, 
The Hiftorian compofed of them thirty-eight 
Books, in the Front of which he had placed two, 
by way of Introduction to the others, and of Conti- 
nuation to the Hiftory of Zimeus. The whole 
confifted therefore of forty Books, of which we 
have only the five firft as Polybins left them, and 
Fragments, fometimes confiderable enough, of the 
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twelve that follow, with the Embafies, and Exam- 
ples of Virtue and Vice. 

Mr. Rollin reflects with the deepeft Concern on. 
the Misfortune the World has fuftained by the Lofs 
of fo greata Part of this invaluable Hiftory, which 
not only contained a Number of the moft illuftrious. 
Tranfactions, but abounded with moft excellent 
Maxims of Policy, and the folid Reflections of a 
Man, who, with a natural Paffion for publick Good, 
had made it his whole Study. 

His Digreffions have been often condemned. Our 
Author owns they are leng and frequent ; but then, 
he fays, they abound with fuch curious Faéts, and. 
ufeful Documents, that we ought not only to pardon 
him that Fault, if it be one, but think ourfelves 
obliged to him for it. 

Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus flatly tells us, that no 
Patience can endure the Perufal of this Writer ; 
and his Reafon is, the Inelegance of his Diction; 
That is, fays Mr. Rollin, his Hiftory has not fuch. 
round, flowing, numerous Periods, as he himfelf 
ufes; which in Hiftory would have been a Fault 
rather than a- Beauty : So injudicious is Diony/ius in 
this Cenfure. We proceed to 

Drioporus Sicutus. He lived in the Times 
of Fulius Cefar and Auguftus. His Hifforical Li- 
brary contains the Hiftory of almoft all the Nati- 
ons of the World, viz. Egyptians, Affyrians, 
Medes, Perfians, Greeks, Romans, Carthaginians, 
and feveral others, It confifted of forty Books. 
Of thefe only fifteen remain, with fome Fragments, 
moft of them preferved by Photius, and the Ex- 
tracts of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus. The five firft 
follow each other in their order. 

In the firft, Diodorus treats of the Origin of the 
World, and of what relates to Egypt. In the 
fecond, of the firft Kings of fa, from Ninus to- 

Sarda- 


= - An —_ - ae) a 
eee rae a: we’ 2 i <a 4 


ie ge Bly TS i 


: 
1 
+4 
: 
ty 
bs f 
Tem |! 
Pat) 4 
matt 
AE ft 
itl 4 
ae 4 
Ht | 
RE 
tee 
i 
ap 
wtih, 
Me | 
Th 4 
4G 
La 
t 
ae gt 
cht 
i 
} 
4 
ey 
ie | 
re 
" 
+ 
Hi 
ty 
| sf 
ee 
ef 
i 
‘a 
iy 
i 
wy, 
qf 
tr 
ht 
oh 
tl 
4 
? 
‘ 
1 
, 


4 
i 


” = ago fae ae the. 


4 








Art.8. For AUGUST, 1740. 1158 


Sardanapalus 5 of the Medes, Indians, Scythians, 
and Arabians. Inthe third, of the Arhiopians and 
Libyans. Inthe fourth, of the fabulous Hiftory of 
the Greeks. In the fifth, of the fabulous Hiftory 
of Sicily, and the other Iflands. 

The'fixth, feventh, eighth, ninth and tenth Books 
are loft. 

The following feven, from the eleventh to the 
feventeenth inclufively, contain the Hiftory of nine- 
ty Years, from the Expedition of Xerxes into Greece 
to the Death of Alexander the Great, 

The three fucceeding, viz. the eighteenth, nine- 
teenth, and twentieth, treat of the Difputes and Wars 
of Alexander's Succeflors, down to the Difpofition of 
the two Armies for the Battle of Z/us. 

In thefe laft ten Books, which properly include 
the continued Hiftory of the Perfians, Greeks, and 
Macedonians, Diodorus introduces alfo the Hiftory 
of other Nations, and in particular that of the Ro- 
mans, according as its Events concur with his prin- 
cipal Subject. 

He employed thirty Years in compofing this 
Hiftory; for the perfecting of which he ran over, 
not without frequent Dangers, many Provinces of 
Exrope and Afia, to inform himfelf fully in the Si- 
tuation of the Cities and other Places of which he 
was to treat. 

His Style is neither elegant nor florid, but fim- 
ple, clear, and intelligible: ‘That Simplicity has 
however nothing low or difagreeable in it. He ts 
{paring of Harangues, yet he has recited thofe of 
two Orators, which are long and very fine, eipeci- 
ally the firft. 

Neither his Chronology, nor the Names either 
of the Archons of Athens or of the Confuls and mi- 
litary Tribunes of Rome, into which many Errors 
have crept, are to be relied on. 
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He has many judicious Reflections, and feems to 
be of a religious Difpofition, afcribing all impor- 
tant Events to the Divine Wifdom and Provi- 
dence prefiding over them. We come now to 

Dionysius HALIicaRNassEus. He was a 
Native of Haiicarnaffus, a City of Caria in Afia 
Minor. He arrived in Jtaly about the Middle of 
the 187th Olympiad, at the Conclufion of the War 
between Auguflus Cefar and Mark Antony. He 
remained twenty-two Years at Rome, which he em- 
ployed in attaining the Latin Tongue with great 
exactnefs, in ftudying the Literature and Writings 
of the Romans, and in colleéting for the Work he had 
in view: For that feems to have been the Motive of 
his going thither. In order to fucceed the better in his 
Defign, he contracted a great Intimacy with all the 
moft learned Perfonsof Rome. To their Informations 
he added aclofe Application tothe Study of the Ro- 
man Hiftorians in greateft Efteem, as Cato, Fabius 
Piftor, Valerius Antias, and Licinius Macer. Wher. 
he believed himfelf fufficiently informed in all that 
was neceffary to the Execution of his Project, he 
applied himfelf thereto. He entitled his Work, 

The Roman Antiquities, becaule, in writing the Ro- 
man Hiftory, he traces it back to its Origin. His 
Account comes down to the firft Punick War, at 
which Period he ftopped, perhaps, becaufe his main 
View was to clear up the more obfcure Part of the 
Roman Story: For, from the firft Punick War, it 
had been wrote by cotemporary Authors that were 
in every Body’s Hands. 

Of the twenty Books, that compofe his 4uti- 
guities, we have only the firft eleven, which come no 
jower than the 312th Year from the Foundation ot 
Rome. ‘The nine Jaft, which contained al! chat 
happen’d to the 488th, according to Cato, and the 
4goth, according to Warre, are perifhed. We 

have 
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have alfo fome Fragments of his upon the Subject 
of Embaffies, which are only detached and very 
imperfect Pieces. The two Heads, as Mr. Rillin 
fays, Of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus which remain, 
have alfo preferved feveral Fragments of this Author. 

All Writers, who have fpoken with any Judg- 
ment of him, praife his Facility of Genius, 

rofound Erudition, exaét Difcernment, and ju- 
dicious Criticifm. He was verfed in all the lJibe- 
ral Arts and Sciences, a good Philofopher, a wife 
Politician, and an excellent Rhetorician. He has 
drawn himfelf in his Work. We fee him there a 
Friend of Truth, remote from all Prejudice, tem- 
perate, zealous for Religion, and a declared Ene-: 
my of the Impiety which denies Providence. 

He does not content himfelf with relating the Wars 
abroad ; but defcribes with equal Care thofe Tranf- 
actions of Peace, that conduce to the Order, Tran- 
guillity, and Profperity of the Common-weal. He 
does not tire his Readers with tedious Narrations, 
If he deviates into Digreffions, it is always to in- 
ftruét us in fomething new and agreeable. He 
iningles his Relations with moral and_ political Re- 
fiections, which are the principal Advantages of 
ftudying Hiftory. He treats his Subject with far 
more Copioufnefs than Livy. 

What we have left of him, very happily fup- 
plies the Deficiencies of the other Latin Hiftorians, 
He isthe only one that has given us the perfeét 
Knowledge of the Romans, and has tranfmitted to 
Pofterity a circumftantial Account of their Ceremo- 
nies, Worfhip, Sacrifices, Manners, Cuftoms, Dif- 
cipline, Triumphs, Comitia or Affemblies; Cen/us 
or the Numbering, Affeffing, and Diftribution of 
the People into ‘Fribes and Claffes. We ate in- 
debted to him for the Laws of Romulus, Numa, 
and Servius Tullius, and for many Things of the 
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like Nature. His Style is weak, prolix, and lan- 

uid. | | ) 
. The next Characters are thofe of PuHito, Apr. 
on, and Josepuus. The firft was a Few of 7- 
lexandria, of facerdotal and illuftrious Defcent. His 
Deputation to Caligula is well known. He was 
remarkable for his Learning, and efpecially in the 
Platonick Philofophy. Befide many other Works, 
he wrote the Sufferings’ of his People under the 
above mentioned Emperor, in five Books; thetwo 
firft of which only have been preferved. 

Apion was born at Oa/fis, in the moft remote 
Part of Egypt. He obtained the Freedom of d/ex- 
andvia, and was at the Head of thofe whom that 
City fent to Caligula, with a Complaint againft the 
Yewifh Inhabitants. ——- He was a Man of great 
Erudition, and perfectly verfed in the Grecian Hi- 
ftory, but very conceited of his own Merit, —— 
His Account of Egypt contained almoft every 
Thing that was memorable in that famous Country. 
He had the utmoft Contempt and Abhortence of 
the Hebrews, of whom he induftrioufly collected 
and publifhed all kinds of Calumny. 

JosepHus was of Yerufalem, of the facerdotal 
Race. He was born in the firft Year of Caligula. 
At the Age of fourteen he was fo well inftructed, 
that even the Pontifis confulted him concerning the 
Law. Hewas of the Sect of the Pharifees. At 
the Age of nineteen he began to have a Share in 
the publick Adminiftration. His Valour and Con- 
duét in military Affairs were not inferior to his A- 
bility for thofe of the State. Mr. Rollin jutt men- 
tions fome Particulars of his Life. The Sum of 
what he fays concerning him asa Writer is, That 
he moft probably learnt the Greek Tongue, after 
the taking of Fotaphat, and when he faw himfelf 
obliged to live with the Romans. That he em- 
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ployed the Leifure he enjoyed at Rome in writing 
the Hiftory of the Fewi/h Wars from the Materials 
he had before prepared. He compofed it firft in his 
own Language, which was almoit the fame as the 
Syriac. He afterwards tranflated it into Greek, 
that it might be anderftood throughout the Empire. 
He profefies relating with entire Veracity all that 
paffed in that War. As foon as he had finifhed 
the Greek Verfion, he prefented it to Ve/pafian and 
Titus, who were extremely pleafed with it. The 
Jatter not only ordered it to be publifhed, and placed 
it in a Library open to every Body ; but figned the 
Copy depofited there with his own Hand to fignify 
his Approbation of its Authenticity. 

Mr. Rolliz has given us a Character of this Hi- 
ftorian from Photius and Ferom. This latter ftiles 
him the Livy of the Greeks. Péhotius fays his Hi- 
ftory is agreeable, fublime, and majeftick, without 
any culpable Excefs of thofe Qualities. That it is 
lively and animated, abounding with that Elo- 
quence, which either excites or calms the Paffions 
of the Soul at'Pleafure ; that it is fraught with ex- 
cellent Maxims of Morality ; that the Orations are 
delicate and perfuafive ; and that, when it is necef- 
fary to fupport the Opinions of the oppofite Parties, 
it is furprifingly fruicful of ingenious and plaufibie 
Reafonings on both Sides. | 

As to his Zewi/h Antiquities, in twenty Books, he 


compleated them, Mr. Rollin fays, in the Year ot 


Chrift 93. It appears that he infcribed them to 
Epaphroditus, a curious and learned Perfon, who 
is believed to be the celebrated Freedman of Nero, 
that Domitian putto death, 4.D.95. | 
He profeffes in this Work an exact Conformity 
to the facred Writings. But Mr. Rollin cenfures 
him for inferting Faéts which are not in the facred 
Oracles, retrenching many others, and difguifing 
fome in a manner that divefts them of the — 
| | ss | a 
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lous and mayeftick Air which cloaths them in the 
divine Records. Mr. Rollin briefly takes notice of 
his Life, which he himfelf wrote; and of his Con- 
futation of the Slanders of Apion, in the two Books 
which he compofed purpotely againft him. We 
proceed to one of the moft learned and excellent 
Writers of all Antiquity, 

Piutarcn. He was of Cheronea, a Town of 
Beotia, and defcended from one of the beft and 
moft confiderable Families of that Place. His 
Birth, as near as can be conjectured, happened five 
or fix Years before the Death of the Emperor 
Claudius. He ftudied Philofophy and Mathema- 
ticks at Delphi, under the Philofopher Ammonius, 
when he was feventeen or eighteen Years of Age, 
It appears from fome Paffages Mr. Rollin has re- 
lated, that his Talents difplayed themfelves very 
early in his native Country. He made many 
Voyages into /taly. During his Stay at Rome, 
his Houfe was the Rendezvous of the Learned, a- 
mongft whom were the greateft Perfonages of the 
City, who went thither to hear his Difcourfes upon 
the different Subjects of Philofophy. Thefe 
were always in Greek. For tho’ the Latin Tongue 
was ufed throughout the Empire, he did not under- 
ftand it well enough to fpeak it.——But the Greek 
was well known at Rome, and, properly fpeaking, 
was the Language of the Sciences. This Un- 
{kilfulnefs in the Latin was however the Caufe of 
fome Faults which are to be obferved in his Wri- 
tings. 

He difcharged the moft confiderable Offices in 
his own Nation, and even that of Archon, or Chief 
Magiftrate, after having paft through the inferior 
Employments, with equal Diligence, Care, and 
Approbation of the Publick. 

He was punctual in the Performance of all rela- 
tive Duties ; was of a prudent, moderate, and ob- 
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jiging Deportment ; and had the Pleafure, in confe- 

uence Of fo amiable a Conduét, to find in his do- 
meftick Affairs, and throughout his Family, all the 
Peace and Satisfaction he could defire.——. He had 
a Nephew, called Sextus, a Philofopher of fuch 
great Learning and Reputation, that he was fent for 
to Rome to teach the Emperor Marcus Aurelius the 
Greciau Laterature. On thefe Particulars Mr. Ro/- 
lin expatiates in his Account of Plutarch. 

His Works are divided into two Claffes, the 
Lives of illuftrious Men, and his Morals. In the 
latter, Mr. Rolfim fays, there are a great Number 
of curious Faéts not to be found elfewhere, with 
very ufeful Leffons, both for the Condu& of pri- 
vate Life, and the Adminiftration of publick Af- 
fairs, and even admirable Principles concerning the 
Divinity, Providence, and the Immortality of the 
Soul; ** but with a Mixture every-where of the 
«© abfurd and ridiculous Opinions which we find 
«¢ in almoft all the Pagans. The Ignorance alfo of 
‘«« true Phyficks renders the reading of many of 
‘¢ thefe Tracts tedious and difagreeable. 

The moft efteemed Part of P/utarch’s Works 
is his Lives of illuftrious Men, Greeks and Ro- 
mans. We have not ali be compofed ; at leaft fix- 
teen of them being loft, Thofe, Mr. Rollin fays, 
of which the Lofs is moft to be regretted, are the 
Lives of Epaminondas and the two Scipios Africani. 
The Comparifons of Zhemiftocies and Camillus, of 
Pyrrbus and Marius, ot Pbocion and Cato, and of 
Cafar and Alexander, ate alfo wanting. 

Mr. Rollin thinks, a Man of fine Tafte muft pre- 
fer thefe to all the Books of profane Antiquity. 
They are net only the moft accomplifhed Pieces 
we have, but the moft proper for forming Men, 
either for publick Affairs and Functions abroad, or 
for private and domeftick Life. Plutarch ulual- 





ly judges of Things by what conftitutes their real 
| | Value, 
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Value. The wife Reflections, which he featters 
every where in his Writings, accuftom his Readers 
to think in the fame manner, and teach them where. 
in true Greatnefs and folid Glory confift. 

There are many other Encomiums which Mr. Rol- 

Jin beftows upon this excellent Author. He obferves, 
that he divefts his Heroes of all foreign Glare and 
Difguife ; he fhews them as they are in themfelves ; 
——he follows them into the moft fecret Recefies 
of their Houfes, examines them, as one may fay, 
in their Difhabillee, liftens to their moft familiar 
Converfations, confiders them at Table where Con- 
{traint rarely comes, and even at Play, where Dif- 
guife is ftill more unufual. 
' As to the Style of Plutarch, his Diction 1s nei- 
ther pure nor elegant; but it has a wonderful 
Force and Energy in painting the livelieft Images 
in few Words, in venting the fharpeft and moft 
piercing Things, and in expreffing noble and fub- 
lime Thoughts. He has frequently Comparifons, 
which infufe Abundance of Grace and Light into 
his Narrations and Reflections ; and has Harangues 
of inimitable Beauty, almoft always in the ftrong 
and vehement Style. 

This Article clofes with an high Commendation 
of M. Amiot’s old Tranflation of Plutarch, and 
fome Remarks on the Decay of the Energy of the 
French Tongue. 

The other Greek Hiftorians, of whom Mr. Rollin 
gives an Account, are, Arrian, Elian, Appian, 
Diogenes Laertius, Dion Caffus, Herodian, Euna- 
pius, Zofimus, and Photius. We decline entering 
into the Characters of any but the moft eminent, 
and fo proceed now to the Latins. 

Our Author introduces their Memoirs with a brief 
Reprefentation of the primitive State of the Roman 
Hiftory. Itconfifted at firft only, as he tells us, of 
fimple Memorandums drawn up by the Pontifex Maxi- 
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wmus,who regularly fet downevery Year the moft confi- 
derable Events, either in War or Peace; and this 
Cuftom, eftablifhed very early at Rome, fublifted 
to the time of P. Mucius, who had that Office, 
A. R, 629 or 631. The Name of 4unales Maxi- 
mi were given to thefe Records, 

In thofe early Days, we may fuppofe, thefe Me- 
morials were very rudely exprefs’d. The moft re- 
markable Incidents only were fet down, the Times 
and Places wherein they happened, the Names and 
Conditions of the Perfons who had the greateft 
Share in them. 

At length Hiftory quitted this antique Garb, and 
began to appear in Publick with more Decency. 
The Poets, as Mr. Rollin notes, were the firft who 
conceived the Defign of improving and adorning 
it. Nevius compofed a Poem on the firft Punick 
War, and Ennius wrote the Annals of Rome in he- 
roick Verte. 

Hiftory at laft affumed a regular Form, and ap- 
peared in Profe, The earlieft Writers of it in that 
way, mentioned by our Author, were, &, Fadius 
Pittor, the moft ancient, who lived during the fe- 
cond Punick War ; L. Cincius Alimentus his Cotems 
porary ; and C¢zo the Cenfor: Which laft has the 
jufteft Title to the Name of Latin Hiftorian ; for 
it is certain, that he wrote his Hiftory in that 
Fongue, It confifted of feven Books, and was. 
entituled Origgnes, becaufe in the fecond and third 
Books he related the Original of all the Cities of 
Italy. L. Pifo Frugi, farnamed Calpurnius, is alfo 
cited amongft thofe ancient Hiftorians. He was 
Fribune of the People, 4. R. 605. He was alfo 
feveral Times Conful. Cicero {peaks meanly of his 
Annals. Pliny gives them a more advantageous 
Character. 

_ The Hiftorians better known, and whofe Wri- 
tings are come downto us, are, Firff, SALLUST. 
Quite 
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Quintilian {cts him upom a level with Thucydides 
Mr. Rollin, without prefuming to fettle their Rank, 
fays, it fuffices to confider him as one of the moft 
excellent Hiftorians of Antiquiry. The moft di- 
ftinguifhing Chara¢teriffick of his Writings is the 
Brevity of his Style. —— This Brevity proceeds 
from the lively Vigour of his Genius. He thinks 
{trongly and nobly, and writes as he thinks, —— 
The Language he ufed was extremely adapted to a 
clofe Diction, and thereby. favoured his natural Dif: 
pofition. It has, as well as the Greek, the Advan. 
tage of being equally fufceptible of the two oppo- 
fice Extremes, In Cicero, our Author fays, it gives 
a.numerous, flowing, periodic Style: In Sadluft, a 
fhort, broken, precipitate one. The latter often 
fuppreffes Words, and leaves the:Care of fupplying 
them to his Reader. He throws many Words and 
Phrafes together, without any: Conjunctions, which 
givea kind of Impetuofity to his Difcourfe. He 
makes no Scruple of ufing obfoletce Words in his 
Hiftory, fo they are but fhorter, and more energe- 
tic than thofe in fafhion. But he efpecially abounds 
with Metaphors, and thofe not the modefteft and 
leaft glowing, but the mott concile, the boldeft, and 
the moft lively. —— 

We know not which to admire moft, his Defcrip- 
tions, Characters, or Harangues: For he fucceeds 
alike in them all.— Nothing can be added to their 
Force, Spirit and Eloquence, —— 

Belides the Wars of Catiline and Fugartha, Sal- 
jujt wrotea genera] Hiftory of the Events that hap- 
pened curing a certain Number of Years, of which 
amongi{t other Fragments there are feveral perfectly 
fine Difcourfes left us. 

Secondly, Livy. He was botn in Padga; ir 
the Confulfhip of Gadienus and Pi/o, fifty-eight 
¥ears before the Chriftian Zra. He hada Son, 
to whom:he wrote a Letter upon Education and the 

Studies 
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Studies proper for Youth , of which we ought very 
much to regret the Lofs, He alfo compoled fome 
philofophical Works and Dialogues, in which Phi- 
Jofophy had a Part. 

But his great Work, as Mr. Rollin fays, was the 
Roman Hittory, in an hundred and forty, or an hun- 
dred forty-two Books, from the Foundation of 
Rome to the Death and Funeral of Dru/us, 4. R. 

43. We find from fome Dates therein, that he em- 
yed the wholeTime between the Battle of 4éium 
and the Death of Dru/fus in compofing it, that is, 
about one and twenty Years. But he publithed it 
from time to time in Parts; and this was what ac- 
quired him fo great a Reputation at Rome, and the 
honourable Vifit of a Stranger from the remoteft 
Part of Spain, who took fo long a Journey only for 
the fake of feeing him,——T his Stranger found no- 
thing forare and precious in that Capital of the 
World as Livy. After having enjoyed his Conver- 
fation, and entertained himfelf with reading his 
Hiftory, he returned with Pleafure and Content to 
his own Country. 

Nothing more is known of what regards this 
Writer perfonally. He paffed a great Part of his 
Life at Rome, efteemed and honoured by the Grear, 
as he deferved. Hedied at Padua, aged threefcore 
and fixteen, inthe fourth Year of the Reign of Zi- 
berius. 

Only thirty-five Books of his Hiftory are come 
down to us, which is not the fourth Part of the 
Work, and even fome of them imperfect. It is 
doubted whether he himfelf divided his Hiftory into 
Decads. 

In refpect to the Epitomes in the Front of each 
Book, the Learned do not believe them done either 
by Livy or Florus. Whoeverthe Author was, they 
have their Ufe, as they ferve to fhew of what the 
Books we have loft treated. “ 
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Mr. Rollin has thrown together a Charaéter of 
this Hiftory, which imports that there reigns in it 
a perfect Eloquence, that there is throughout an 
Equality of Spirit and Style, a noble Simplicity, 
an unaiected Beauty, a modeft Sublimity and 
Grandeur, and a wonderful Propriety in the Com- 
pofition, flowing or concife, full of Sweetnefs or 
Force, according to the Exigency of the Matter; 
but always clear and intelligible. —— + 

It is not only by his Eloquence, our Author fays, 
that Livy acquired the Reputation he has enjoyed 
for fo many Ages: He recommended himfelf no 
lefs by his Fidelity. Neither the Fear of difpleafing 
the People then in Power, nor the Defiré of mak- 
ing his Court to them, prevented him from telling 
the Truth. He praifed the greateft Enemies of the 
Muguflan Family. a es 

In the thirty-five Books that remain of his Hifto- 
ry, he mentions Augujtus only twice, and that too 
with a Referve and Sobriety of Praife, which re- 
proaches thofe parafitical Writers, who, without 
Difcretion or Meafure, are fo lavifh of an Incenfé 
to Office and Dignity, due only to Merit and Vir- 
tue. 

If any Defeét may be imputed to this moft excel- 
Jent Hiftorian, it is an Over-fondnefs for his Coun- 
try: A Rock, Mr. Rollin fays, he has not always 
taken care enough to avoid. Whilft he perpetually 
admires the Greatnefs of the Romans, he not only 
exaggerates their Exploits, Succeffes and Virtues, 
but difguifes their Faults and Vices. Mr. Rollin 
clofes this Article relating to Livy with an Apology 
for him, in refpeét of fome other Things for which’ 
he is cenfured: One is Ingratitude and Want of Fi- 
delity, either in not having named Polybius, or for 
having done it with too much Indifference, in Places 
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the pretended Superftition, with which he affects, as 
he has been accufed, to relate finch a Number of Mira- 
cles and Prodigies, equally ridiculous and incredible. 

The next Hiftorian on Mr. Rol/in’s Lift is Caz 
sar, who, he fays, diftinguifhed himfelf ne lefs 
by his Wit than his Valour. He applied firft to the 
Bar, where he made a great Figure. His peculiar 
Charaéter was Force and Vehemence. To this Vi- 
gour of Style he added great Purity and Elegance 
of Language, which he had'made his peculiar Stu- 
dy, and upon which he piqued himfelt more than 
any other Roman. He compofed many Works: 
Among others, two Books upon the Analogy of the 
Latin Tongue. Befides the Excellence of his Lati- 
nity, he is celebrated for a wonderful Talent in 
painting Objects, and placing Things in all their 
Lights. 

Only two of his Works remain; his feven Books 
of the War with the Gauls, and his three of the 
Civil War. They are, properly fpeaking, only 
Memoirs, and he made them publick as fuch: 
Commentarit. The Perfpicuity and Elegance of 
Style, natural to him, are certainly evident in 
them; but he has neglected all the fhining Orna- 
ments a Genius fo happy as his could have diffufed 
throughout a Performance of that Nature: Itis not- 
withftanding generally agreed, thatno other Work, 
however laboured and polifhed, can come up to the 
Beauty of it. 

Cefar undoubtedly had great Wit and the moft 
happy natural Parts; but he had alfo taken Pains to 
cultivate them by affiduous Study, and to enrich 
them with all that .s moft curious and exquifite in 
Literature ; by which means he arrived at furpaffing 
almoft all the eloquenteft Orators of Rome in Purity 
of Language and Delicacy of Style. 

PatTerRcuLus, who follows Cefar in Mr. 
Rollin’s Account, flourifhec in the Reign of Tibe- 
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rius. tis thought he was born in the 735th Year 
of Rome. His Anceftors were illuftrious by their 
Merit and Offices. He was a Tribune in the Ar- 
my, when Caius Cefar, the Grandfon of Auguftus, 
had an Interview with the King of Parthia in an 
Ifand of the Euphrates. He had a Command in 
the Cavalry under Tiberius, and attended that Prince 
nine Years fucceffively in all his Expeditions, who 
rewarded him honourably. He was raifed to the 
Pretorfhip the fame Year Auguffus died. 

The Time when he began his Hiftory is not 
known, nor what it contained. The Beginning of 
it is loft. “What is come down to us of it isa Frag- 
ment of the ancient Greek Hiftory with that of the 
Romans, from the Defeat of Perfius to the fixteenth 
Year of Tiberius. He addrefles it to M. Vincius, 
who was Coniul at that time, and promifed one of 
greater Extent. 

His Style is highly worthy of the Age in which 
he lived, which was ftill that of fine Tafte and 
pure Language. Heexcells principally in the Cha- 
racters of Men: Some Inftances of which our Au- 
thor has cited. 

His Narrative is judged to be faithful and fincere 
down tothe Time of the Cz/ars, and in fuch Faéts 
as do not concern them. For from thenceforth the 
Defire of flattering Tiberius makes him either omit, 
diiguife, or alter the Truth in various Inftances. 

Tacitus ftands next in the Lift of Hiftorians. 
He was born in the Year of Chrift 61. Ve/pafian 
firft raifed him to Dignities, in which Titus conti- 
nued him, and to which Domitian added greater. 

He was Preetor in the Reign of the latter, and 
in that of Nerva was fubftituted Conful to Vergi- 
nius Rufus, whofe Panegyric he compofed. He 
married the Daughter of Cu. Fulius Agricola, fa- 
mous for the Conqueft of Britain. Learning ren- 
dered him more illuftrious than his Dignities. He 
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pleaded after he had been Conful, with great Repu- 
cation for Eloquence, of which the peculiar Cha- 
racter was Weight and Majefty. 

Ic appears that he publifhed fome Orations or 
Pleadings. He alfo compofed fome Pieces in 
Verfe; and there is a Letter of his amongft thofe 
of Pliny. 

But he is only known in thefe Days, by his hi- 
{torical Writings. It is conjeétured that he drew 
up his Defcription of GerMany during Trajan’s 
fecond Confulfhip. The Life of Agricola, his Fa~ 
ther-in-Law, appears alfo, from the Preface, to be 
one of his firft Works, and to be wrote in the Be- 
ginning of Trajan’s Reign. After a fhort Account 
of its Contents Mr. Rollin praifes this Piece as one 
of the fineft and moft valuable Fragments of Anti- 
quity ; in which Soldiers, Courtiers, and Magiftrates 
may find the beft Inftructions. 

His great Work is that wherein he wrote the 
Hiftory of the Emperors, beginning at the Death 
of Galba, and concluding at that of Domitian: 
Which is what we call his Hiftories, Great Part of 
this is loft. For this Undertaking he afked Me- 
moirs of particular Perfons : Ashe did of Pliny the 
younger, concerning his Uncle’s Death. He in- 
tended, after having finifhed it, to write the Hifto- 
ry of Nerva and Trajan, but it does not appear 
that he executed this Defign. Inftead thereof he re- 
fumed the Roman Hiftory from the Death of 4yu- 
guftus to the Reign of Galba; and this is the Part 
which he calls his 4unals, becaufe he endeavoured 
to introduce all the Events under their refpective 
Years ; which however he does not always obferve 
in relating fome Wars. —— Of the four Emperors, 
whofe Hiftory he wrote in his Annals, viz. Tiberius, 
Caligula, Claudius, and Nero, only that of the firft 
and laft are come down to us almoft entire: We 
however want three Years of Tiberius, and the lat. 
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ter Part of Nero’s Reign. Caligula is entirely loft, 
and we have only the End of Claudius. He de. 
figned alfo to have wrote the Hiftory of uguftus : 
But there is Reafon to think he did not, 

That Part which we have of Tiherius’s Reign, is 
judged his Mafter-piece in refpect to Politicks. 

As to the Style of Zacitus, we muft own it very 
obfcure: It is fometimes even hard and ftiff, and 
has not all the Purity of the Latin Tongue. But 
he excells in expreffing much Senfe in few Words, 
which gives a very peculiar Force, Energy, and Spi- 
rit to his Djfcourfe. He excells alfo in painting 
Objects, fometimes with Brevity, and fometimes with 
preater Extent, but always in lively Colours, that 
in a manner fet what he defcribes before our Eyes, 
and (which is his peculiar Character) fuggeft much 
more than they exprefs: Some Examples of this 
our Author has produced from the Life of /gri- 
cola. 

Tacitus fometimes mingles his Faéts with very 
judicious Reflections. This he does in a wonderful 
Manner, where he extolls the Wifdom and Mo- 
deration with which Agricola managed and foothed 
the violent Temper of Domitian, tho’ he himfelf 
had frequently experienced the Outrages of it. 

It is a Misfortune that we are no better informed 
in the Circumftances of the Life of fo iluftrious a 
Writer: Nor do we know any thing in refpect to 
his Death. The Emperor Zacitus, who held it an 
Honour to defcend from his Family, decreed 
that his Works fhould be placed in alk Libra- 
ries, and that ten Copies fhould be made of 
them every Year at the Expence of the Publick, in 
order to their being more correct, 

Mr. Xo//in is very brief in his Accounts of the 
remaining Latin Hiftorians, viz. Quintus Curtius, 
Suetonius, Lucius Florus, Fuftin, the Writers of 
the 4uguftan Hiflory, Aurelius Viktor, Ammianus 
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Marcellinus, and Extropias. The principal things 
he fays of them are as follow. 

It is not certainly known when Quintus CurR- 
tius lived: Some placing him in the Reign of /4- 
guftus OF Tiberius, and others in that of / ¢/pafian, 
and even of Tvajan. He wrote the Hiftory of 2- 
lexander the Great in ten Books, of which the two 
firft are perifhed, and which have been fupplied by 
Frenfhemtus. 

His Style is florid and agreeable. He abounds 
with wife Reflections, and has many very tine Ha- 
rangues, but generally tootedious. His Thoughts, 
which are full of Wit, and often very folid, have 
however an affected Glitter, not entirely of the 
Stamp of the Augu/lan Age. 

He is reproached with Ignorance in refpect to 
Aftronomy, Geography, the Dates of his Events, 
and even the moft known Effects ef Nature. 

Suetonius was the Son of Suetonius Lenis, a 
Tribune of the thirteenth Legion, who was at the 
Battle of Bedriacum, where the Troopsof Vitellius 
were defeated by Otho. He flourifhed in the Reigns 
of Trajan and Adrian, He compofed a great 
Number of Books, which arealmoft all loft. On- 
ly his Hiftory of the firft twelve Emperors, and 
Part of his Treatife upon the celebrated Gramma- 
rians and ‘Rhetoricians, are come down to us. 

This Hiftory is very much efteemed by the Learn- 
ed, He confines himfelflefs in it to the Affairs of the 
Empire than the Perfons of the Emperors, whofe 
particular Actions, domeftick Behaviour, and In-. 
clinations in general, good or bad, he relates. His 
Style is ftrong and fimple. He is blamed for giv- 
ing too much Licence to his Pen, and for being as 
loofe in his Narrations, as his Emperors were in 
their Lives; : 

Lucius Fiorus js believed to have been a Spa- 
siard, of the Family of the Seneca’s. His Abridg- 
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ment of the Roman Hittory, in four Books, from 
Remulus down to Augujtus, feems to have been 
wrote in Trajan’s Time. It is not an Epitome of 
Livy, with whom he often differs. His Style is ele- 
gant, agrecable, and has a kind of poetical Viva- 
city in it; but in fome Places it hastoo much Pomp, 
and fometimes even Rombatt. , 

Justin’s Style is clear, intelligible and pleaf- 
ing. 

“We find inhim from time to time fine T houghts, 
folid Reflections, and very lively Defcriptions ; ex- 
cept a {mall Number of Words and Modes of 
Speech, his Latéxity is fufficiently pure. 

Mr. Rolliz barely mentions the Writers of the 
Auguftan Hiftory. He then proceeds to 

AvreEtius Victor, who lived in the Reign of 
Conftantius, and long after. It is thought he was 
an African. He wasborn in the Country, and the 
Son of a very poor illiterate Man. He feems to 
have been a Pagan at the Time he wrote. His 
Hiftory of the Emperors begins at Auguftus, and 
goes on to the twenty-third Year of Conflantius, 
There is afcribed to this Author, an Abridgment 
of the Lives of illuftrious Men, almoft all Romans, 
from Procas to Fulius Cefar ; But his Title to this is 
difputed. 

AmMIaAnus MARcELLINnus was by Nation a 
Greek, of a confiderable Family in Antioch, He 
ferved many Years in the Roman Armies in the time 
of Confiantius, He afterwards quitted the Troops, 
and retired to Rome, where he compofed his Hifto- 
ry, in one and thirty Books, He continued it from 
iVerva, where Suetonius ends, to the Death of Va- 
lens. We have now only the laft eighteen Books. 
He wrote in Latin, but in a Latin that favoured 
much of the Greek and the Soldier, He is grave, | 
monet judicious, very fincere, and a great Lover of 
Truth, 
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EutTropius wrote his Epitome of the Romaz 
Story in the Reigns of Valentinian and Valens ; by 
order of the Jatter, to whom he infcribes it. His 
Style is more like that of a Greek than of a Roman, 





ARTICLE IX. 


A Continuation of Dr.Sykes’s Conneétion and 
Principles of Natural and Revealed Religion, 


N_ two foregoing Articles an Account has been 

given of Part of this Work, I fhall now pre- 
fent the Reader with an Abftract of what remains, 
beginning with the twelfth Chapter. And here our 
Author comes to confider and refute the Objections 
that are ufually raifed againft Revelation, See how he 
{tates them, It is faid, Fir/?, «* Whatever was reveal- 
« ed, if it was defigned for univerfal Ule, muft be 
<«* configned to writing. Books muft be made; and 
“ Arguments muft be ufed to convince all fuch as 
<< are not Eye-witneffes of the Evidence produced 
<< for Revelation. Now fuppofing it wrote in 
«© Books, ~——. Men have no Principle in them 
“whereby to know they are obliged to learn to 
<< yead atall; much lefs can a Man of any other 
“ Country know that he is obliged to learn to 
« read Greek, or Hebrew, or Chaldee, or any fo- 
«¢ rein Language in which the Revelation fhall 
‘© happen to be penned. But fuppofe we farther, 
“¢ Secondly, That the Revelation is wrote; all to 
« whom it is propofed muft be convinced by /r- 
“ guments of the Reafonablenefs and Neceffity of 


_ * receiving it. If therefore the Revelation con- 


‘< tain any Law of God, it ought like all Laws 
“¢ tocarry its Authority with it; and Arguments 
‘* fhould not be urged to prove its Authority. For 
*< no Law is of any Confequence or Effect, if the 
* Subject is to di/pute, and be convinced by Argu- 
‘* ments of the Authority of the Legiflator. There 
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«< is therefore a double Defect in propofing to the 
<¢ World a written Revelation: Firf, It isa thing 
« to be proved; whereas the Bulk of the World ig 
<«¢ not capable of judging ot the Force of thofe Ar- 
«© ouments by which it muft be proved, in order to 
<¢ make them fubmit to it: And /econdly, if it con- 
<¢ tains any Law of God, it ought tocarry as plain 
«< and vifible Marks of bis Authority, as human 
<¢ Jaws do of the Authority of their Legiflator, 
<< God therefore fhould have implanted in Men’s 
<< Minds fome innate Principle, by which they 
« might have known his Laws, and have fubmit- 
“¢ ted to them, as they do to the Laws of the State 
«¢ in which they live, in which there is always care 
“ taken of a fufficient Promulgation. 

* « But ftill there is a farther. Difficulty, or rather 
«s Abfurdity in fuppofing a Revelation written, or 
¢¢ contained in Books; and that is, that in Procef§ 
<< of Time the written Books muft become of du- 
<< bious Authority. They muft become tull of va- 
* vious Readings ; one Word will be fubftituted for 
*s another; and at length the Text itfelf muft be 
<« rendered precarious and uncertain. We fee how 
<¢ it has been in fact in the New Teffament, where 
« thirty thoufand different Lections are already ta- 
«© ken notice of; and how many more would 
«¢ there be, were more MSS. collated? We hear 4 
¢s great deal among both ancient and modern Chri- 
¢ jtians, of different Copies, Corruptions of the 
‘© Scripture, Interpolations, and fuch like Injuries 
“ of Time, and wicked Men, which have render- 
«© ed the Text of the New Teffament uncertain: 
«¢ And thus it muft happen to all Revelation that is 
‘¢ contained in Books or Writings. 

Yoa fee how particular and impartial our Author 
is, in ftating che Cavils of the Infidels: With this 
View undoubtedly, that they may have no Preten- 
fion co complain of Mifreprefentatiop, or of hav- 
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ing the Force of their Arguments fuppreffed. With 
reipect to the firft Branch of the foregoing Objec- 
tions he obferves, That it is true, all Men are not 
obliged to learn to read, or ftudy foreign Lan- 
ouages: But ufeful Truths may be acquired with- 
out thefe Qualifications. Men may be taught an 
advantageous Doctrine, without being able to read' 
the Original that contains it. And the fame 
may be faid of Morality itfelf, The Knowledge of 
good Morals in order to Happinefs is not innate. — 
‘Men certainly, i general, attain itas they do Know- 
ledge of other Things, by being taught; and when 
they perceive the Agreement or Difagreement of 
the Ideas they acquire, they become convinced of 
the Truth and Obligation of moral Principles, 
Now as the Bulk of Mankind praétife thefe Prin- 
ciples, the Truth of which they cannot prove, fo 
they may any other, the Ufefulnefs of which they 
are fenfible of, 

- But the Cafes, it will be faid, differ, Morality 
is all difcoverable by our own Minds, and we are 
criminal if we do not apply them as we ought. 
Whereas we have no Powers that can difcover any 
Matter of Revelation. 

True, faysthe Doctor, but fuppofing Revelation 
contains what is feen to be w/efu/, when it is pro- 
pofed ; will there not be a criminal Carelefinefs, if 
Men fhould then refufe to embrace it? But, as 
he .adds, 

In truth, the Objection is founded upon a Sup- 
pofition, that a Doétrine ufeful to all muft be defign- 
ed to be univerfally received. Whereas the con- 
trary may be granted, as he endeavours to evince, 
without any Difparagement to the Divine ‘Juftice or 
Beneficence. Revelation, he notes, may not be de- 
figned for univerfal, but only for general Ufe ; and 
where it is afforded, the Knowledge of it may be 
acquired without learning to read, much lefs the 
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learning of ftrange Languages. ‘They to whom it 
has never been given have no Hardfhip impofed on, 
or Injuftice done to them; fince it was not neceffa- 
ry to the Knowledge of their Duty, or to their 
Happinefs$ but is, properly, committing to thofe 
who have it an additional Talent; which is no 
more Partiality or Injuftice in God than the endu- 
ing one Man with better Faculties than another, 
Is. 
- As to what is faid of the Incapacity of the Bulk 
of Mankind for the judging of the argumentative 
Proofs of Revelation; and the Fitnefs, confequent- 
ly, of its bearing as obvious Marks of the Divine 
Authority, as human Laws do of the Authority of 
their Legiflators ; our Author anfwers, That Ar- 
guments are the only and the proper Means of 
fpreading a Revelation, and inducing Men to be. 
lieve it. That inorder to Men’s receiving a plain- 
Jy ufeful Truth, they are not obliged to be able to 
account for every Step in its Progrefs from its firft 
Author. ‘¢ But if a Revelation be capable of 
¢¢ being fatisfactorily proved to fuch as can examine 
¢¢ and judge; and others who cannot examine, ac- 
« quiefce in the Judgment of thofe who can; and 
«¢ at the fame time they who hear it, can perceive 
«¢ the Ufefulue/s of the Thifig revealed, _——T his is 
«< as much as can be expected or defired ;. and it is 
<¢ agreeable to human Conduct in other Cafes. —— 
«¢ A Man may not be able to judge of the Evidence 
«< for a Truth revealed; but yet when it is opened 
«< to him, and explained to him in its Confequen- 
‘¢ ces, it may influence him to right Action, and 
<¢ be a good Principle, tho’ he may not be able to 
<* anfwer all Queftions about its Evidence, which 
«© may be beyond his Capacity. 

When it is faid, that if a Revelation contains 
any Law of God, it fhould as plainly carry the 
Stamp of his Authority, as human Laws do of the 
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Authority of their refpecétive Legiflators. Dr. 
Sykes owns this istrue. ‘* Every Law fuppofes a 
«© Legiflator, who has Authority to make and im- 
«¢ pofe Laws: And when the Legiflator is admit- 
«¢ ced, the Laws carry an Authority with them. 
«¢ Whatever is a Law of God, {uppofes him to be 
«© the Legiflator ; and there needs no other Sort of 
« Reafoning to prove his Authority, than there 
+s muft be to prove the Authority of any other 
¢ Tawgiver, Should a Man deny the Exiftence 
«© of God, and thereupon reject his Laws, he muft 
“ be dealt with as any other Subject muft that de- 
« nies the Authority of his Soveraign: For the 
« Jaws of no Legiflator carry their own Authori- 
«ty over fuch as di/pute, whether there be any 
“¢ Legiflator or not, or who that Legiflator is. If 
“© by Laws carrying their Authority with them, be 
«© meant, that the Legiflator has a Right to punifh 
«¢ fuch as queftion his Authority,———This is as 
‘¢ true in the Cafe of God as of any other Legifla- 
‘© cor: For he can punifh as much as any other 
“© Legiflator. 

Of lefs Confequence ftill, our Author fays, is the 
Objection from the various Readings, which in Pro- 
cefs of Time muft happen to the Books in which 
Revelation is wrote. This Difficulty being founded 
upon what das happened tothe New Teflament, to 
anfwer fatisfa€torily to the Ground of the Objection 
is to reply to the Objection itfelf. 

That there are a great many various Readings in 
the facred Books, the Doétor owns, is certain: And 
that there have been Corruptions wilfully made, 
may, he believes, be proved; ‘* but that any one 
‘“¢ Place of Confequence has been altered, fo as not 
** to be known what the true Reading was and is; 
‘ fo as to render any Doéfrine or Duty precarious ; 
“‘ or that any Promife, Threat, or Inftitution of 
“ Chriftianity is any way affected by any Corrupti- 
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«© on, or various Reading-——~This ought to be 
< proved by naming the Point that is concerned,” 
Let it be fuppofed, that in fome MSS. there is a 
various Reading of Confequence: Nay, be it admit- 
ted (tho’ not true) that all MSS. are of equaj 
Goodnefs and Authority; the moft that can be in- 
ferred is, that the Doétrine held forth in fuch par- 
ficular Place is aucertain; and were the fame 
Doétrine no where elfe taught, then it might be 
faid to be precarious: But if it be taught clearly in 
other Paffages, then is it not affeéted by fuch various 
Reading. This the D oétor i!luftrates, by inftancing a 
Text or two as remarkable as any: 4 Zim. ul. 16, 
Great is the Myftery of Godline/s, God was mani- 
feft in the Flefo. The Clermont Copy reads it ‘o 
inftead of ocds, i.e. which, inftead of God: And 
the Vulgate, Syriac, Asthiopick, and Armenian, 
plainly read it the fame way. It does not now fig- 
nity which is the true Reading ; tho’ it may be ob- 
ferved, the Doétor fays, that the Word oede is not 
cited as in the Text by any Greck Writer before 
the fifth Century.ess_/Now fuppofing here a various 
Reading ——alf that can follow is, that one cannot 
prove ‘Fefus to be called o¢éc, or God, from this 
ZYext. But then fuppofing he is called ids in fome 
other Paflage, e. g. ohn i. 1. the Doctrine is in- 
conteftable that Jefus is Oe. 
* Soagain, 1 fobav. 7. There are three that bear 
Recor: in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoft, and thefe three are one, &’, unum. This 
Text, our Author afferts, is not tobe found in any 
Greek MS. which has not been corrected (and 
known to be fo) from the Vulgate; or which was 
not wrote fince Printing came into ufe: Nor ts it 
read in any Greck Writer. ‘* In truth, he fays, 
“it grew up in Africa, and from thence it 
*¢ fpread among the Lasins; and is now crept 
“* into the modern Verfions of the New gn <l 
an 66 without 
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«¢ without any Authority to fupport it. However, 
s¢ were itthrown out of the New Teftament, as ne- 
« yer having been originally in it, does the Doc- 
« trine of the Trinity fuffer any thing by it? The 
«« Scripture Do¢trine of the Trinity ftands unfhaken; 
«¢ founded upon Paffages about which there is no 
« Queftion, And the moft that can be faid is, 
«¢ chat no Man has a Right to ufe this particular 
«< Paffage to eftablifh a Doétrine which may be 
otherwife proved beyond Difpute, from ineonteft- 
ed Places of the New Teffament.” So that grant- 
ing the Objection in all its Force (tho’, in reality, 
it has very little Foundation) ‘* yet as the various 
«¢ Readings in Livy, or Tally, do not make the 
‘¢ Hiftory of the one, or the Philofophy of the 
“ other precarious, fo neither do they the Text of 
<< the New Teftament in any of its Doéctrines or 
«¢ Inftitutions. 

A farther Confideration which our Author 
oppofes to this Branch of the Objection is That 
there are many Means by which Men of tolerable 
Abilities can difcover the true original Words, and 
diftinguifh them from the Faults of Corrupters or 
Tranfcribers. Thefe Means he fpecifies, and then 
demands, Whether that renders the facred Author’s 
Text precarious and uncertain, which may be fo 
eafily corrected and fet right ? 

There is another Objection, againft all Revelation, 
taken from the Latenefs of it, which the Doétor 
undertakes to anfwer. He endeavours to enervate 
it by four Obfervations. I will take notice only 
of the fecond, where he aims to fhew the Impro- 
pricty of its being given foearly, as the Objection 
fuppofes it ought to have been. ‘* Perhaps,” fays 
he, “ we may be able to fee an Unfitnefs of Time, 
‘“< even inthe Suppofition of a flanding Revelation's 
‘< being given to 4dam. For it we may conjec-, 
‘ ture from what actually did happen in the firft 
‘© Ages of the World, fuch Revelation muft have 
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depended on oral Tradition, and in courfe it 
muft have been liable to al! the Interruptions, 
Additions, Alterations, and Corruptions, that 
that Method of Conveyance is juftly chargeable 
with. We fee how early that important Doc- 
trine, the Uxity of God, was confounded all over 
the World, except in one Family; and even in 
that it was fcarcely preferved, notwith{tanding 
the Evidence of that Doétrine was fo miraculoul- 
ly proved to the Fews. When we reafon about 
Things which we can know little of, and of 
which we can conjecture but with great Hazard 
and Uncertainty, we ought to proceed with great 
Circumfpection. Are we competent Judges of 
what Time is beft and moft proper for God to 
grant his Difpenfations in? But if we will pre- 
fume to conjecture, we may with Reverence guefs, 
that that would be the moft proper Time, when 
the greateft Communication between Men was 
open ; when Commerce was f{pread ; when fome 


‘ one Language was grown almoft univerfal ; and 


when Morality was underftood andtaught. For 
tho’ natural Religion might be at that Time 
much corrupted, and /dolatry and Polythei/m and 
Superftition might prevail very much, yet thefe 
Evils might at fuch a Time beft be correéted by 
the Help of Revelation; and Revelation might 
be moft likely to be received, when good Morals 
were ftudied, and the Caufes of this Corruption 
could be difplayed. Imagine any one Nation to 
be open Avowers of the Unity of God, and ve- 
ry many of its People, through any Reafon, 
very much difperfed over the World: Suppofe 
too, that the learned Men of other Nations had 
taught .the Neceffity of good moral Behaviour to 
Society, to private Happinefs, to pleafe the 
Gods ; and thus the Way to have been paved for 


© true Religion, in the midft of all their Corrupti- 
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«© ons: And then fuppofe a Revelation given to {e- 
« yeral Men, and they to travel the World in or- 


< der to propagate it. This fhould feem the 
© Time, and thefe the Circumfances which fhould 
«¢ concur, to make it reafonable to give a Revela- 
¢¢ tion. 

I do not defign this Quotation fo much for the 
Readers Information in a Subject that has of late 
been fo well and often handled, that he can hard- 
ly be ignorant of it, as to give him an Opportunity 
of comparing what our Author and other Writers 
have faid thereupon. 

I proceed to another Objection Dr. Sykes employs 
himfelf in refuting, and that concerns the Od/curity 
of the Places in which Revelations are always given, 
All Pretenders to Revelation receive the Gift, and 
chufe to confirm what they fay, by Miracles done in 
little obfcure Villages, where Country People are ea- 
fily impofed on. ‘* Why were not the Miracles of 
‘© Jefus, e.g. done in Places, wherethey were moft 
« likely to be well fifted, and fo be moft clearly 
‘s fpread over the Univerfe.’ To this our Author 
replies : 

1. Whatever is done, mutt necefflarily be done 
in fome particular Place: And a Fact is not the 
more or lefs true, for the Place it is done in. If 
the Facts therefore were done, the certain Confe- 
quences of them are as indubitable as the Facts 
themfelves. 

2. Ferufalem was the Capital of a great and po- 
tent Nation; and the ews, in the Time of Jetus, 
were not either an obfcure or an ignorant People : 
They were difperfed all over 4fa, Egypt, Libya, 
Greece, and Rome itfelf: So that what was done in 
the Land of ewry in our Saviour’s Days, became 
as notorious as if it had been done in any other Pare 
of the Roman Empire. 

“© The Truth is, where a Fact is really done, 
‘* the Perfons that fee it done, if Perfons of Abili- 

| i 





nr 















142 TheWokxsofthe LEARNED. Art. 9: 
«* ty, are fufficient Evidence, and all others mutt 
<< depend on the Teftimony of thofe who faw what 
<< was done.—— Or elfe nothing muft be affented 
“¢ to, but what we fee ourfelves. 

But let the Miracles of Chrift be done in obfcure 
Villages, yet this, the Doétor fays, can be no _poffi- 
ble Objection againft the Revelation made by him, 
or his Apoftles ; becaufe they had likewife the Spirit 
of Prophecy. And thofe Prediétions being Matters of 
growing Evidence, and being confirmed by Events, 
This is fufficient Proof of their having ex- 
traordinary Affiftances ; and if they are reported 
to. have wrought Miracles by unexceptionable Wit- 
nefles, one cannot juftly refufe Affent to fuch con- 
firmed Evidences, 

A fourth Objection our Author undertakes to an- 
{wer, refults from the Matter of the Revelation, 
and the Manner in which it is wrote. ‘The Man- 
ner is fuch, that Theologers are conftrained to em- 
ploy as many falfe and different Manners of Jnter- 
pretation, as Art and Study can invent. Some con- 
tend for a Jiteral, others for a /piritual, and fome 
few for a rational Meaning: Some will have them 
conf{trued {piritually ; others typically 5 others ftill 
more myftically. But befides this, which fhews how 
unintelligible they are, it is plain in fact, that Chri- 
ftians have been endlefly divided in Opinion about 
every thing pretended to be derived from thence.— 
And as for the Matter of the Chriftian Revelation, 
it is unworthy of God. Some things therein tend 
to make Men immoral; fome things are injurious 
to Society, as tending to make induftrious People 
poor; and other things imply an immoral Charac- 
ter in God himfelf; fuch are eternal Punifhments 
inflicted for temporary Crimes. 

Some of the principal Strokes of the Doétor’s 
Reply to this Objeétion are as follow : With re- 
ference to the various Methods of interpreting Scrip- 
ture, 
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ture, he fays, ‘* Why fhould we not underftand the 
‘« Scriptures as we do Livy or Cicero, or any other 
<¢ hiftortcal or moral Writer whatever? Why are 
<< not the figurative Parts, the allegorical, the pa- 
<¢ rabolical, fo to be interpreted, as the like Sorts of 
«< Speech are in common Books? And if no one 
« ever miftook the Diftinétion betwixt the Letter 
«and Spirit of a Law, when Cicero makes that 
<¢ Diftinction ; furely it is as eafy to underftand 
«“ the fame Expreffion in St. Pax/. If a manner of 
«¢ Expreffion in the facred Books is hard or ambi- 
“ guoUs, through our Ignorance of Language or 
«< Conftruction ; this is not more than whatis com- 
<¢mon in prophane Writers, whofe Manner of 
«¢ Expreffion frequently puzzles their Readers, and 
«¢ Jeads them into different Sentiments upon them. 
As for the Divifions among Chriftians about eve- 
ry Precept, Mode, and Inftitution derived from 
Revelation; the Fact is own’d, andthe Reafon of 
it, the Doctor tells us, is, ** Not that there is a 
“‘ greater Obfcurity in the facred Writers than there 
€ isin other Books, but that Men of different 
* Parts, Capacities, Skill in Languages, Interefts, 
« Parties, Seéts, read and comment on them, 
‘© They bring to them Notions which they had im- 
“ bibed, or which have been impofed on them ; 
‘¢ and inftead of fearching the Scriptures in order 
“© to find out what is declared in them, they only 
* hunt for Evidence, in order to juftify their Pre- 
< judices. But yet, it is noteafy to miftake the 
“‘ creat End of Revelation; and there has been 
very little, if any Difference among Chriftians, 
whether Goodnefs of Life be not univerfally re- 
quired: The general Motives to Goodnefs, fuch 
as the Refurreéction from the dead; a future fudg- 
“¢ ment: a Faith in God; and in Cbri/?,-—‘Uhele are 
‘* not the Subjects of Debate amongft the Profeflors 
“* of the Gofpel; Or if Queftions have arofe, they 
— * 
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“¢ have been about the Modes, which inquifitive 
¢¢ Men have over-curioufly pry’d into, without and 
&¢ beyond Revelation.” 
The Doétor further obferves, that this Objection no 
more concerns Revelation than it does natural Reli- 
gion; every Principle of which has been as much de- 
bated as the Precepts or Doétrines of Revelation have, 
Can we, as he afks, infer from thence, that there is or 
can be no fuch Thing as Natural Religion? ts there 
no fuch Thing as Truth, becaufe the Queftion has 
been put What is Truth ? Is there no fuch Thing as 
Right Reafon, becaufe Men have maintained infinite 
Abfurdities and Contradictions about every Thing? 
Have not fome that pretend to be Mathematicians, 
difputed about the firft Principles of Geometry ? 

Here the Doétor takes notice of and cenfures Bp. 
Berkeley, who has difputed and denied thofe Things 
which have been univerfally thought felf-evident ; 
and then remarks, that “* oné may as well con- 
“© clude, from ‘the infinite Variety of Controverfies 
¢¢ that are and have been, that there is nothing true 
«¢ in the natural or moral World, as from the great 
“¢ Controverfies among Chriftians, that there is no 
«¢ fuch Thing as Revelation; or that the Scrip- 
<¢ tures are infufficient to convey to Men of common 
«¢ Senfe. Motives to Virtue. 

As for what is objected, of the very Matter of Re- 
velation being unworthy otf God, becaufe fome Ex- 
preffions therein tend to fet Men on perfecuting one 
another ; fome Precepts thereof are deftructive of 
Courage, teaching Men not to oppofe the Attacks 
of Enemies, but tamely to fubmit to all Sorts of In- 
juries; and fome Inftitutions of it are injurious to 
Society, as obliging to fet apart a great Proportion 
of Time in Holidays, maintain a great Number of 
Priefts, and build a great Number of Churches; 
and it reprefents God as unjuft and tyrannical to- 
wards his Creatures, in inflicting eternal Punifb- 
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ments for temporary Crimes. Our Author anfwers 
to thefe feveral Charges diftinctly. I will take no- 
tice only of what he has offered under the laft 
Head. 

This Imputation he thinks one of the moft manifeft 
Inftances of ftrong Prejudice againft Revelation that 
can be produced, ‘* For Revekation being all founded 
«© upon Reafon, it follows, that eternal Punith- 
« ments for temporary Crimes cannot be revealed, 
ss if eternal Punifhments are uureafonable. Suppo- 
« fing therefore that Punifhments are in Revelation 
© called gidior, OF wiwvior, eternal, if that Re- 
«¢ yelation can be proved by any juft Argumentsto 
& be true, it follows, that fuch Words muft not, 
«« cannot, have an wareafonable Senfe put upon 
«© them. In point of Reafoning therefore, you 
«: cannot argue that Revelation is impoffible, be- 
© caufe it {peaks of Punifhments ezernal, unlefs 
“© you can prove that eterva/ Punifhments are fpo- 
« ken of: And that is impoffible, unlefs it can 
‘¢ be proved that the Word neceffarily daes and 
“ muft fignify a proper Evrernity. For if it be pa/- 
‘¢ fible, that that Word may not fignify fo, then it 
‘is very unjuft to argue againft Revelation, from 
‘¢ what is allowed to be uureafonable, at the fame 


ao 
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© time that a rea/onable Senfe may be put upon 


* ©. 
«© The exact Signification of an Adjective is al- 
“© ways defined from the Subftantive to which it is 
‘¢ joined, When the Term good is joined to Houfe, 
“© Horfe, Sieve, Roof, Paper, Ink, it conveys a 
** quite different Idea to the Mind: So when the 
“ Word, eternal, or everlafling, is joined to the 
“¢ Subftantive Aiilis, or Mountains, or to the Word 
“© Ged, it implies a very different Idea. In the 
*¢ like manner when that Term is annexed to Pu- 
“¢ nifoment, it muft receive its Idea from thence : 
“* And if everlafting Punifhment implies, as the 
L 2° ‘* Objec- 
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¢¢ Objection fuppofes, fomething uxreafonable, and 
“¢ contradiétory to the Idea which we have of God ; 
«s then it will follow, that we ought not to under- 
<< ftand the New Teftament in fuch a Senfe; but it 
¢s will not follow that what our Saviour faid is 
 falfe. For it is highly unreafonable to put an ab- 
“ furd Senfe upon a Paflage, when it is capable 
“ of a good one, merely to deftroy the Credit of 
¢¢ a Book. 

‘¢ Without therefore entering into the Queftion 
of eternal Punifbments, or determining what is 
the Meaning of that Expreffion, it is impoffible 
to draw an Argument from thence againft Re- 
velation, unlefs it can be proved that the Expref- 
fion implies Jzjuffice in God. Now the con- 
ftant Declarations of Scripture being that God 
will judge the World in Righteoufne/s, and it 
being a priori certain, that the Fudge of all the 
Earth will do right, it is abfurd to bring an Ob- 
jection from the Panifhments which are called 
eternal, and then to conftrue that Word as fig- 
nifying perpetual, and as acute at the End of 
Millions of Ages as they were the firft Day. For 
either this'‘Definition of eternal, as applied to 
Punifi:ments, is confiftent with Righteou{ne/s, and 
then it implies no Contradiction to fuppofe God 
“to inflict them: Or if they be inconfiftent with 
“<< Fuftice, then the Definition itfelf is wrong, and 
confequently it is no Objection to the Revelation 
of the Gofpel. 

Our Author clofes this Chapter with the Refuta- 
tion of an Objection againft the Fewifh and Chri- 
{tian Revelations, drawn from the Wickednefs of 
their refpective Believers. 

The thirteenth Chapter is wholly employed in an- 
fwering a Plea againft the Law of Mdojes, taken 
from Human Sacririces fuppofed to have been 
appointed in it, and from the Command to de- 
{troy 
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ftroy utterly the seven Nations. With regard to the 
firft ofthefe, our Author ftates the Objection in all 
its Force, and then at large confiders the Paflage 
which is fuppofed to contain the Foundation of it. 
In order to a clear and full underftanding of 
this, the Laws about Vows, and about devoting 
things unto the Lord, and about redeeming things 
that were vowed, areall carefully examined. His 
Difcuffion of thefe Points will enable us, he thinks, 
eafily to apprehend the Meaning of the Verfe, 
which has occafioned all the Difficulty. TheVerfe is— 
Every thing whico is devoted oF Men fhall not be 
redeemed, but fball furely die. + which, he tells us, 
imports no more than that * every Perfon whois giv- 
és en in perpetuity fhall not be redeemed, but dying 
s¢ fhalldie in that devotedState. Not that he fhall be 
‘¢ facrificed, or be put to death, in an extraordinary, 
<¢ uncommon, unnatural Manner, but he fhall not 
‘¢ be redeemed, he fhall die in a devoted State. : 

It will be faid, as the Doctor remarks, that our 
Verfion has it, be fhall furely be put to death: 
Which implies the taking away the Life of the 
Perfon in an unnatural Way: And its being oppof- 
ed to his being redeemed, by the Particle Aur, 
this fhews that it is rightly underftood of taking 
away the Life of the devoted Perfon. 

To this he replies, “¢ 1. There is no Word inthe © 
“ Original to anfwer to the Particle But. And, 2. 
© Suppofe there were, yet the original Words do 
“ not neceflarily fignify any thing more, than the 
“© Perfon’s dying a natural death. Thus when 
‘© God faid to ddam, Gen.il. 17. ln the Day thou 
“© eateft thereof thou shalt furely die, it 1s not, thou 
** fhait be put to death, but thou fhalt die. For 
‘© Adam not only continued in Being many hundred 
*¢ Years after this Sentence was pafied, but died a 
“© natural Death. Soagain, when the Numbers of 
** J/rael were taken in the Plains of Moab, Numb. 

+ Levit. xxvii. 29. 
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xXvi. 65. itisfaid, Among thefe there was not a@ 
Man of them whom Motes and Aaron numbered, 
when they numbered the Children of Urael in the 
Wilderne/s of Sinai, for the Lord had faid of 
them they fhall die in the Wildernefs: Not be put 
to death, but, as the Hebrew imports, die their 
«<< natural deaths”? Some other Scripture Inftances 
the Doétor alledges in Proof of his Opinion, in all 
which, as well as in divers others that might be 
offered, the Words /hall die do not imply a putting to 
death, nor indeed fo much as any particular Empha- 
fis; but ** agreeably to the Form or Cuftom of the 
«¢ Language, the Hebrews joined together Sub- 
<¢ ftantives to the Verbs, juft as the Greeks very 
¢ frequently did, who yet meant nothing extraor- 
‘ dinary by fuch Forms of Expreffion:”? Exam- 
ples of which he brings trom the Greek Poets, He 
then goes on, 
‘¢ To fhew how Perfons were devoted, or given 
«© tothe Lord in Perpetuity, we have an Inftance 


‘«< direétly and fully to the Purpofe in the Cafe of 
“© Samuel. His Mother vowEep a Vow and faid, 
‘© Q Lord of Hofts, if thou wilt indeed look on the 
‘© Affliction of thine Handmatd, and remember me, 
‘© and uot forget thine Handmaid, but wilt give unto 


‘© thine Handmaid, a Manchild, then will J give 


‘© bim unto the Lord all the Days of his Bife. 1 
«© Sam.t. 11, When the Child was weaned, fhe 
+ brought him that he might appear before the Lord, 
‘© and there abide for ever. And fhe told Ei, 
‘¢ that fhehbad returned him whom fhe had obtained by 
“ Petition of the Lord to bim as long as he liveth, 
é¢ y. 28. Samuel, by being thus devoted to the Lord, 
“¢ was not flain, Or put to death: For we find in the 
s¢ following Hiftory that he came to judge //rael, 
«s and died an old Man. His Mother vowed him 
«¢ tothe Lord for ever, or gave him for bis Life; 
*¢ and Samuel gave his Conjent, and ratified his 
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«¢ Mother’s Donation: Which fhews both how a 
«¢ Perfon was devoted, and at the fame time that 
«< the devoted Perfon was not facrificed, or made a 
ra Victim to God. 

Capellus was one of thofe who believed, contrary 
to what is here urged, that the devoted Perfon was 
to be put to death; and he pretends to affign the 
Reafons of God’s appointing, or rather allowing of 
thefe Devotings. But our Author invalidates all he 
advances to this Purpote. 

In the laft Place he confiders the Inftances, or 
Examples, produced of Laman Sacrifices amongft 
the Jews. They are three; and none of them, as 
he has fhewn, will anfwer the Purpofe of the Ob- 
jector. The fecond is that famous one of Fephtba’s 
Daughter. Here the Doétor firft recites the Story, 
asit isrelated in the xith of Fudges. He thennotes, 
the Difficulty of the Cafe arifes wholly from Feph- 
tha’sfaying, whatfoever cometh forth of the Doors 
of my Houfe to meet me, foall be the Lord’s, and [ 
qill offer it up for a Burnt-offering. But, fays the 
Doctor, ‘* fuppofe a Dog had met him, or an 4/5, 
‘© could he have offered them up to the Lord for a 
¢ Burnt-offering? Can any thing be more exprefly 
“ forbid, than-to facrifice unelean Animals ? Sup- 
“ pofe a Hog, or any other prohibited Animal had 
‘¢ happened to have met him, coudd he, or muft he 
have made it a Burnt-offering to the Lord? He 
‘< could not have done it: And therefore this Pro- 
« mife or Vow muft mean, that if it was a thing 
“that could be cffered for a Burnt-offering, he 
would offer it ; 1f not, whatever it was, it /bould 
*¢ be the Lord’s. Andwere the Particle which we 
“ cranflate, avd, in thole Words-——/jhall [urely be 
the Lord’s, ano I will offer it up for a Burnt- 
offering, tranflated, as it is in our Margins, and 
as it fignifies many times, or, all the Difficulty 
* would be inftantly removed.” In a word, our 

L 4 Author 


o 


o- Umn 


. 


ro! 





oy 





eens white 






































































































150 The Works of the LEARNED. Aft. 9. 


Author fhews, that Zephtha, in confequence of his 
Vow, was not obliged to flay his Daughter, or of. 
fer her up a Burnt-offering, which could not be 
done ; but was bound only to devote her to be gz 
Servant of the Tabernacle, or an Attendant of the 
Priefts ; and to die in that State. 

A third Inftance that has been alledged as a clear 
one of human Sacrifices, is that of gag, whom 
Samuel the Prieft facrificed in Gilgal, 1 Sam. xv. 
33. The Text has it, and Samuel bewed Agag in 
Pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. To manifeft how 
vainly this is urged, our Author explains the Phra- 
fes hewed in Pieces and before the Lord in Gilgal, 
The firft he makes to fignify to cleave, to tear in 
pieces, to cut off ; none of which Senfes afford any 
Pretence for afferting that this was a human Sacri- 
fice. Nor does the other Expreffion carry the Idea 
of Sacrifice or of Viétim with it: * But only, that 
“© Samuel cleaved Agag in pieces, with firmnefs of 
«© Refolution, as in the Prefence of God, and with 
«¢ a Defign to pleafe him.” If it fhould be faid, 
that there was then an Altar at Gé/gal, and that Sa- 
crifices were there offered tothe Lord; all that 
will follow is, ** that Agag was cleft down with a 
<< Sword in Gilgai by Samuel, and therefore is faid to 
«¢ be hewed in pieces before the Lord; by which is 
<< meant, that it was done in a Place where the Altar 
“¢ of God was fet up ; but not at all uponthe Altar. 

With reference to the devoted Cities, our Author 
quotes thofe Paffages of Scripture, both which en- 
join the utter Deftruction of them and their Inhabi- 
tants, and which prove the Practice, in regard of 
them, to be conformable to the Precepts. ‘+ But 
then he makes it appear, that thefe Nations were to 
be deftroyed only as Nations, that is, ** their Poll- 
<¢ ty and Government was to be deftroyed ; but 
‘s there was not any fuch Maffacre as is imagin- 

+ Deut. xx. 16, 17. vil. 1-5. =Numb. xxxili. 51—-53- 
KXI. 2, 3, 35. fy. vi. 17—24. 
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«« ed.” And to prove this, he fhews plainly, 
«¢ That neither Fofbua, nor any of the Fudges, 
¢ numerous as they were, nor Samuel, nor David, 
«¢ nor Solomon, nor others after him, ever under- 
« ftood thefe Words of the Law in fuch a Senfe as 
« to imagine, that they were obliged to cut off 
« every Soul of thefe Nations, whenever they be- 
« came fubject to them. 

A Cafe, which our Author looks upon as deci- 
five in favour of his Opinion, is that of Uriah the 
Hittite, 2 Sam. xi, xii. David’s Crime, he ob- 
ferves, in caufing him to be /lain, was feverely pu- 
nifhed by God himfelf, notwithftanding he was of 
thofe Nations devoted to deftruction ; Confequently, 
God intended not that the Individuals of thofe Na- 
tions fhould be deftroyed. But whatever our Author 
may think of it, the Cafe, as he has put it, is not of 
the leaft Advantage to his Doctrine, (which, notwith- 
ftanding, may be a very good one.) Uriab’s living 
fo long peaceably in J/rael, with David's civil Treat- 
ment of him before his Murder, may be well enough 
alledged in behalf of what the Doctor is maintain- 
ing ; but God’s Refentment of that Murder, and his 
punifhing David on account of it, cannot: And for 
this obvious Reafon, That there is the fame Founda- 
tion for the divine Procedure, on one Side of the Que- 
ftion as on the other ; and David’s Crime would have 
been the fame, tho” the Hittites were of right to have 
been all deftroyed, as if they were not. If our Laws 
had condemned a Malefaétor to death, and any Man 
not appointed by Law fhould kill him, that Man 
would be deemed a Murderer, and dealt with ac- 
cordingly. Nor would it fare otherwife with the 
Executioner of Juftice himfelf, fhould he flay the 
devoted Perfon in any other Manner than the Law 
directed, or for any other Caufe than that of which 
it had taken Cognizance. 

_ Another Confideration, which indeed feems to 
juttify Dr. Sykes’s Expofition of this Law relating 
to 
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to the feven Cities is, That one Claufe of it fays, 
Thou foalt not make Marriages with them. ‘Could 
“« there poffibly be Occafion for this Injunction, if 
« nothing that, breathed was to be faved alive, but 
¢ all were utterly to be deftroyed ? ” Or what End 
could it ferve, to forbid all /nter-marriages with a 
People that were to be unexceptionably exter- 
minated ? 

Again, as our Author obferves, if the kiown 
Reafon and End of the Law could be obtained 
without this abfolute Deftruction of thefe People, 
then we may fairly conclude, that fuch Delation 
was not indifpenfibly required, unlefs it was impof- 
fible to obtain that End otherwife.———The Reafon 
given for their Deftruction was They will turn 
away thy Son from following me, that they may ferve 
other Gods, Deut. vil. 4. If then thefe Nations 
were to forfake their Idolatry, and become Con- 
verts to fudaifm, they would be then what God 
required them to be, Penitents, and proper Ob- 
jects of Forgivene/s, not of Puni/fbment. But thefe 
People not repenting, but continuing the Objects of 
Difpleafure, the Command was utterly to deftroy 
their Cities, their Altars, Groves, and Images, 
that fo nothing might be left them, whereby the 
People of God might be enticed from the true 
Worfhip. But when the Nations were fubdued, 
the furviving Captives (made fuch by Right of War) 
might be brought to the Acknowledgment of the 
true God ; and the Occafions of feducing the Hews 
be removed; and thus they might be preferved 
alive, and the Reafon of the Severity be obferved, 
without fuch Cruelty as is fuppofed. And that this 
was the Cafe, in fact, he evinces by producing di- 
vers Inftances of Perfons all along preferved from 
this great Deftruétion. | 

But will it not be afked, what then is the Mean- 
ing of thofe Words ———Tou fhalt fave alive n0- 
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thing that breatheth, but thou Jhalt utterly deftroy 
them ? Our Author anfwers at large. The Sub- 
{tance of what he faysis, The feven Nations were 
thofe, whofe Land the Hews were to poflefs ; in 
courfe therefore they were to be deftroyed, as Na- 
tions ; that is, their Polity was to be diffolved.— 
They were to be fubdued and fmitten without Mer- 
cy. With other Nations or Cities, Peace and 
Alliance might be made, but not withthefe. If a 
War arofe between the ews and any other State or 
City, and fuch City ftood a Siege, they were firft to 
proclaim Peace unto it; if itrefufed the Terms pro- 
pofed, and it was afterwards taken, then its Males 
were to be flain, but not the Women and Children, 
Deut. XX. 10-15. But if a City of the feven 
Nations ftood a Siege, and were taken, then all the 
Inhabitants were to be deftroyed without Excepti- 
on, But then, if they did fubmit themfelves, the 
Law does not enjoin this Maffacre; but they might 
have their Lives, and the Nation only, as fuch, was 
to be deftroyed. 

The Hivites were certainly one of the feven Na- 
tions, with whom no League ought to have been 
made; yet by their Art Yofhua made Peace with 
them, and made a League, upon the Condition 
which they themfelves offered ; //e are your Ser- 
vants, Joth. ix. 11, 15. fave thefe, there was not 
a City made Peace with the Children of I/rael, — 
For it was of the Lord to harden their Hearts, 
that they fhould come againft Mrael in Battle, that he 
might deftroy them utterly, and that they might have 
no Favour, Fofp. xi. 19, 20. The Conclufion 
feems from hence, our Author fays, very natural, 
‘© That as they chofe to try their Succefs in Battle, 
** and would not furrender upon Terms of Sub- 
“ miffion, they were cut off. Whereas had they 
“¢ furrendered themfelves up, they might have had 

« Favour, 
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«© Favour, tho’ they were not to have been re. 
“© ceived as Allies or Friends. 
It may be faid, and Mr. Le Clerc has faid, that 
“ the Words of the Law are very exprefs, Dezz, 
xx, 15, 16. where the feven Nations are except. 
¢ ed, fo as not to be reckoned among thofe, who 
«< were to have their Lives, if they fubmitted, 
‘ Befides, there isa wide Difference between com- 
<< manding a People to be utterly deftroyed, left ir 
“ fhould entice thofe who fpared them to Idolatry, 
«¢ (which is the Cafe of the feven Nations) and a 
Law which orders a People to be utterly deftroy- 
ed, unlefs ic became tributary, and conformed 
to the Religion of their Superiors. Had Mo/es 
intended this latter Cafe, he would have expreff- 
ed himfelf fo clearly as to have lefe no Occafion 
“¢ of miftaking, or aéting amifs in fo important a 
<¢ Matter, 
This looks very plaufible ; however, our Author 
thinks it a fufficient Anfwer to fay, That itis in 
fact in this, as it is in many other Cafes;  Wri- 


<< ters exprefs themfelves in their own Manner ; 
«¢ and the intelligent Reader is forced to be at the 
« Pains of fearching and comparing many Paf- 
«< fages, if he will have an exact ne of al- 


¢ moft any Point. Praétice will offen determine 
the Meaning of an obfcure Law: And in the 
prefent Cafe, we have Inftances for five bua- 
dred Years together, of what the Fews did to 
thefe very Nations: Which is a Comment fuffi- 
cient to fhews us, how they underftood their 

Laws. 

But ftill ic has been urged, ** That the very 
«¢ Nature and Obligation of the Vow which the 
“© Hebrews call Hberem, is, that Enemies devoted 
*¢ in that Form were all to be flain. Vid. Levit. 


* xxvii, 29, And the feven Nations were fo de- 
s° voted.” 
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« voted.” This Dr. Sykes denies. He has made 
it, he thinks, appear, that the Law here referred to 
does not enjoin the putting to death any devoted 
Perfon ; nor is there a fingle Inftance of any Per- 
fon devoted to the Lord, who was ever, in Virtue of 
being devoted, put to death, 

But to remove at once the Foundation of this 
Sort of Difficulties, which all arife from not hav- 
ing an exact Notion of the Meaning of the Word 
Hherem, as applied in the Old Teftament in the 
Sequel of the Chapter, he produces all the Places 
where that Word is ufed, and fhews its different 
Senfes as he proceeds. By this Induction of Par- 
ticulars he finds it to have nine different Significa- 
tions. It fignified, 1. Asthe Arabie now has it, 
to probibit, to declare unlawful. 2. Hence it 
comes to fignify an Jdol; that and all that be- 
long to it being abfolutely forbid. 3. Becaufe 
what was unlawful was not to be kept, or ufed, 
it came to fignify in general to deffroy; and, 4. to 
defiroy without Favour or Mercy. Becaule that 
was declared unlawful to be ufed, which was given 
to the Lord, and what was given in Perpetuity 
could not be redeemed : Hence, 5. what was de- 
voted to the Lord in this manner, had the Name of 
Hberem. And hence, 6. what was appointed to 
Deftruétion by God, Afterwards, 7. whatever was 
forfeited or addifted to the facred Treafury by way 
of Punifhment was called Hherem. 8. From the 
general Signification to deffroy, Inftruments of De- 
{truction to Fifh and Beafts, viz. Nets, were calle 
ed Hherem. 9. Becaufe People that merited De- 
ftruction were juftly liable to Reproach and Con- 
tumely, tho’ they were wot deftroyed, they are called 

herem. 

And now upon the whole our Author afks, 
*¢ What Foundation is there to imagine, that pe 

«© fons 
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“ fons given to the Lord were ever flain or facri- 
‘ ficed ? What one Place intimates fuch a Cy. 
«¢ ftom in the Sacred Writings ? And what an 
«© Abufe muft that be, to maintain a Notion, 
“¢ which has not the leaft Foundation in Word, or 
«c Thing, in any Paffage of the Scriptures, in or- 
“ der to depreciate a Book which contains the 
< ftrongeft and beft Motives to Virtue and Truth, 
«« that ever were laid before Mankind. 


al 


Fuft publifbed by J. Rosinson, at the Golden Li- 
on iz Ludgate-Street, near St. Paul’s. 


( Price 25.) 
A 


VINDICATION 





Mr. P O P E’s 
ESSAY onMAN, 


From the 


Mifreprefentations of M. de Croufaz, Profeffor of 
Philofophy and Mathematicks in the Univerfity 
of Laufanne. In feven Letters, 





By Witt1am Warsurton, M. A. Chaplain to 
his Royal Highnefs the Prince of WAL ES. 


N.B. Lhe feventh Letter is to be had alone. 
THE 





